
     

 

From Your Pastor… 

 Welcome to September, the month when we’ll Open the Purple Doors of Possibility! 

Each Sunday in worship – and in our Tuesday morning Bible Discussion group – we’ll 

explore one particularly exciting possibility that one can experience when entering our purple 

doors. Here are the four possibilities we’ll consider: 

9/4 – That God may be a LOT different than you’ve always imagined 

9/11 – That following Jesus is a LOT different than you ever thought it would be 

9/18 – That this church may challenge and expand your definition of community 

9/25 – That your life is far more valuable and important than you ever imagined 

 Go has so much more in store for us than we ever dare to ask or imagine. The key for 

us is to remain open, receptive, and excited to a God whose ways are not like our ways…in 

fact, they are WAY better! Come and see…and why not bring a friend! 

 

An Update on Our Search for a New Director of Music… 

            For the last 9 weeks, a dedicated team of music lovers have been meeting with Toby 

to try to discern where we are as a congregation musically and what sort of path forward 

makes the most sense at this moment in the church’s history. Those people are Ruth 

Chapman, Vince Chew, Shelley Fisher, Hugh Hansen, and Ellen Hess. This group has looked 

at data concerning choir participation in the last several years, the volume of guest musicians 

along with our trends in the use of such guests, and, perhaps most importantly, the seasonal 

ebbs and flows in our congregation of snowbirds and year-rounders. The group, which is, in 

itself, representative of the choir, solicited specific input from the entire choir in six areas, 

both in a meeting and in written form. After putting all of that input together and exercising 

discernment with it, the team began to compile a list of desired traits and gifts in our next 

director and wrote a compelling job posting that was recently presented to and approved by 

our Personnel Team. 

            That means that in the next week or so, our job posting will become public in a 

variety of online and in print mediums. A search team has been formed to read and evaluate 

resumes and to interview the strongest candidates. While that work is always confidential in 

nature, rest assured that you will receive updates along the way. We know that times of 

transition like this can be difficult for all of our church family, but especially for those who 

love to sing. Please hold this entire process in prayer, and if you have any questions, feel free 

to address them to our Moderator Hugh Hansen, who will also be serving on the search 

committee. Thank you for your patience and be sure to thank the members of the Music 

Exploration Team listed in the first paragraph of this article. They have been extremely 

faithful and diligent with the task entrusted to them.  
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Share Your Story: Larry Minch, 8/29/2022 

By Jennifer Carroll 

 

 You may have seen Larry Minch helping clean dishes and recycling after church coffee hour. Or helping 

church participants in wheelchairs through the church door, up the elevator and into the sanctuary.  

 Larry has cleaned flooding in the lower level, shoveled snow and ice, mowed lawns, come to the church 

with keys to assist with projects or emergencies at all hours. Some of his favorite stories are helping with weddings. 

He truly enjoys ensuring church musical performances in the evening go smoothly. 

 “I love our church and try to help every day,” said Larry, who has served as the First Congregational 

Church custodian since 2003. 

 Larry has held leadership roles in three churches, has been the church moderator at First Congregational, 

served as honorary member of the Pilgrim’s Circle Women’s Group. He was asked to consider being part-time 

custodian by Pastor Mary Willis in fall of 2003. He jokes his only training was emptying wastebaskets. He now is an 

expert on the church building and operations.  

 “You name it, I’ve been involved with it,” he said. 

 Larry was married in the church to Carolyn (Carrie) Kohn Sept. 1, 1962. They just celebrated their 60th 

wedding anniversary, have three grown children and seven grandchildren. Carrie’s father, the Rev Harold E. Kohn, 

gave his daughter away with pride in the church where he served as minister from 1952 to 1964.  

 “I was an only child and it was important to him. He wanted to walk down the aisle with me as my dad, not 

as the minister,” Carrie said.  

 Carrie agrees it is rewarding to them both to assist whenever they are needed. Having an engaging, 

important role in the church keeps them young. Larry is happy to be at church gatherings any day, any time.  

 Larry learned at a young age to reach out easily to others. He was also an only child in a coast guard family 

and moved often with his parents, Donnis and Edward Minch. 

 “He can talk to anyone,” Carrie said, noting that Larry makes friends in line at theaters and restaurants. “He 

learned that from growing up. He talks to people and they feel comfortable.” 

  Larry likes assisting at major events and can help others new to the church including wedding planners and 

photographers. He enjoys recommending that brides are photographed at the top of the sanctuary stairs with the 

beautiful stained-glass windows behind them. Once he helped a large wedding party enjoy nuptials in the sanctuary, 

hold a large reception in Ransom Hall with an inside dance floor. 

 “I was willing to do whatever they wanted to do. I’m part of the church. I told them and I tell everyone, 

“I’m here to help you,” he said. 



 

Larry was born on Oct. 4, 1941 in Springfield, MO. He lived in St. Louis, New Orleans, Corpus Christi, Texas and 

eventually moved to Michigan where he attended Michigan State University. He met Carrie in Charlevoix when she 

invited him to a Sadie Hawkins dance. He later worked as a teacher, in finance and as part owner of an office supply 

store. Carrie and Larry enjoy traveling; he has visited 48 states and she has visited 45. 

 Raising their three children Timothy, Kevin and Jennifer was a joy. Larry and Carrie followed and helped 

their athletics including over a decade in softball and as band parents.  

 

Larry and Carrie Minch on their Wedding Day, September 1, 1962 

(L: Rev. Harold & Marian Kohn, newlyweds Carrie & Larry, Donnis & Edward Minch) 

 “Our time spent with them were the best times,” Larry said. “Our kids have been good for us and to us.” 

 Today Larry and Carrie live in Hidden Brook, a 40-acre oasis built by Carrie’s mom and dad originally as a 

one-room home on the banks of Woods Creek near Charlevoix. They are a ten-minute drive away from the church.  

 You may have seen Larry moving tables and chairs at church, blowing out candles in the sanctuary after 

services, bringing offerings to the finance office. He comes to musical events early to help set up, thoroughly enjoys 

the performances, then jumps in to help at the end. And he does it all with a grin and willing hand. 

 “You’re a good guy, you are,” Carrie said, smiling at Larry. 

 He smiled back, “We’re a community. I do it all for the church.” 

For more photos of Larry, Carrie and their family, please go to the Share Your Story tab on our website 

at www.chxucc.org. 

Share Your Story is a chance to learn more about each other in new ways as a church. We hope this regular feature 

will provide insight into each other’s lives, interests, religious journeys, and more, forming stronger connections in 

our church community. 

Writer Jennifer Carroll welcomes ideas and suggestions for profile candidates. Please feel free to reach out to her 

at jennifercarroll8@gmail.com or stop by and see her at coffee hour. 

 

 



 

Christian Concert in East Jordan… 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

You Can Help Make Our Fundraiser Even More Fun! 

 

 

  

 


