
October 2022 

GREETERS FOR OCTOBER 

Oct. 2……………..Don & Pam Smith 

Oct. 9…………….…..Kathie Libert &   

                                 Lucy   Witthoeft                                                              

Oct. 16…….Bruce & Joyce Herbert 

Oct. 23….Steve & Meg Hargreaves 

Oct. 30……..…………………..OPEN* 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

Oct. 2…………………………..OPEN* 

Oct. 9… …….…..Don & Pam Smith 

Oct. 16………………………….OPEN*  

Oct. 23…………………………OPEN* 

Oct. 30...…Bruce & Joyce Herbert 

LAY READERS 

Oct. 2…………..…Alice Pletz-Miller 

Oct. 9… …….………...Hugh Hansen 

Oct. 16………………………….OPEN* 

Oct. 23………………………….OPEN* 

Oct. 30...……………………....OPEN* 

 

*Please contact the office or 
sign up on the purple kiosk 
outside the office if you would 
like to volunteer for any of the 
openings above. 

  In September we “Opened the Purple Doors of Possibility” to who God is, 

to what following Jesus is like, to what the Church can be, and to our incredible 

potential as individuals. During the month of October, we will dive into the ‘I Am’ 

sayings of Jesus in the Gospel of John.  

 John’s gospel, more than any of the other gospels, explores Jesus’s messi-

anic nature, his uniqueness as the Anointed One of God, the Messiah. One of the 

ways Jesus reveals who he is in John’s gospel is by using powerful and rich meta-

phors to describe himself: “I am the bread of life,” “I am the light of the world,” “I 

am the good shepherd,” and “I am the resurrection and the life.” What did Jesus 

mean in these ‘I Am’ sayings? What was he trying to convey? And what difference 

does any of it make in our lives and in our attempt to follow him? 

 My exploration of these sayings over the years has been nothing short of 

life changing. I believe that you will experience a deep revival in your journey with 

Jesus as we dive into this month-long series together. See you Sunday!  

FROM THE PASTOR… 

October Sermon Series: Exploring the “I Am” Sayings of Jesus 

Interested in Learning More About Our Pilgrimage to the Holy Land? 

This Sunday at 11:45, Toby will be hosting an informational session on the church 

trip that is planned for Oct 22-31, 2023.  

Anyone who is interested in this trip is encouraged to come and find out more 

about this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see and experience where the Bible 

happened! 



At 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 28 at the Charlevoix Public Library, the Friends of the Library presented the 2022 

Margaret Duerr Award to John and Sue Dixon. 

 

The Margaret Duerr Award was established in 2003 in recognition of Margaret’s 

longtime service to the library and, in particular, to the Michigan Room. During 

her tenure as the interim director, Margaret organized the move to 109 Clinton St. in 1967. 

Since then, there have been 17 recipients awarded this honor, recognizing Charlevoix resi-

dents who demonstrate commitment to the library and the community by their volunteer 

service. 

 

The 2022 Margaret Duerr Award will be presented to John and Sue Dixon, who have been 

outstanding Charlevoix citizens for over 50 years. John and Sue have resided in Charlevoix 

since 1974. John is a former Air Force captain and a mechanical engineer who served as 

plant manager of the former Medusa Cement plant for 20 years. Sue put her nursing degree 

to work in a variety of positions: at the Northwest Michigan Health Department as a home 

health nurse for four years, at Charlevoix Hospital as a staff and infection control nurse for 

16 years, and at the Charlevoix Public Schools where she served as school nurse for five 

years. 

 

The Dixons are parents to Matt (Suzanne) Dixon of Portland, Oregon. Their daughter, Lisa, 

passed away in 1987. A memorial scholarship fund, established through the First Congre-

gational Church of Charlevoix in her honor, has provided scholarship and enrichment mon-

ey for local students since its inception. 

 

Turning their grief into positive action, John and Sue have become well-known in the 

Charlevoix community for their selfless volunteerism for over 40 years. They both served 

the Charlevoix Public Library in various capacities, just one of the outreaches of their com-

munity involvement. 

 

The speaker for the evening was business leader, event organizer, long-time volunteer, and 

local author, Randy Evans of Petoskey. His most recent publication is entitled "The Voluntary Servant." Randy 

holds a Ph.D. in psychology and has extensive experience motivating groups of people in large organizations as well 
as supporting community volunteer projects. 

 

*originally published in the September 23, 2022 edition of the Charlevoix Courier, by Anne Kelley 

WHAT’S NEW? THE NEWSLETTER! 

JOHN & SUE DIXON RECIPIENTS OF                            
2022 MARGARET DUERR AWARD  

 

 Congratulations, John & Sue!! 

You might have noticed that the Newsletter looks different this month. In our constant effort to improve, we are going to try to go 

back to a monthly newsletter. During the pandemic, a weekly newsletter was put out as a way to communicate important information 

to the participants when in-person services were not possible. Now that such lockdowns have been lifted for over a year, we will go 

back to putting out a newsletter just once a month. Here are a few of the reasons this will be a positive move for us:  

• Going back to a monthly newsletter will give us more time to produce content. It would also allow for a nicer and more            
professional looking newsletter. 

 

• It would give participants more time to get information to the office that they want in the newsletter. 
 

• This would help decrease the number of emails that we send out, many of which, according to our tracking data, are not even be-
ing opened by the majority of the congregation. Our hope is that sending out fewer emails will make you more likely to open and 
pay attention to those that are sent. 

 

• Urgent, time-sensitive announcements will still be sent by email from time to time, and weekly announcements will continue to 
be published in the Sunday bulletins. 

 

• This monthly approach to our newsletter would bring us in line with most other UCC churches in Michigan who publish their 
newsletters only once a month and it will allow both Stacey and Toby to devote more time to other ministries. 

We look forward to bringing you a fun and informative newsletter monthly. Thanks for your patience as we go forward with this excit-

ing endeavor! 



 

MEETING TIMES: 

Reaching In Team, 10/5 @ 1p 

Reaching Out Team, 10/11 @ 7p 

Church Council, 10/16 @ 11:45a 

Board of Trustees, 10/17 @ 6p 

 

CMA INFORMATION: 

CMA Hours, Tues. & Thurs, 11a-2p                                                   

appointments recommended 

 

INDIVIDUAL GROUPS: 

Centering Prayer Group, 10/5, 10/19            

5pm, Chapel 

Scripture Discussion Group, Tuesdays           

10a 

String Sisters, Tuesdays,                  

10:30a-12p, Community Room 

 

  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES! THOUGHT FOR THIS MONTH: 



THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!! 

What an incredible party we had last Sunday! The “Opening the Doors to 2023” event was spectac-

ular in every way. HUGE thanks to Emily Beynon, Jennifer Carroll, Denise Fate, Kathie Libert, and 

Christine Mason for organizing every aspect of this wonderful evening over the course of the last 

couple months.  

            There are some other folks that we didn’t get to thank at the event who deserve 

our gratitude and praise: 

 - Dave Robinson for hand crafting our mini purple doors, our charcuterie 

                 boards, and other decorations 

 - Ken and Julie Biddick for making stands for each full-size display door,  

                 lugging doors all over the place, and doing so much behind the scenes 

 - Bill Trubilowicz for procuring and decorating the tent, along with making 

                 sure there was adequate light and heat out there 

 - Trip Beynon for running countless errands for the team and for connecting 

                 us with the source of all those wonderful doors 

 - And all the folks who donated such amazing things to our Silent Auction,  

                 helping us raise just under $6000! 

 

Finally, a BIG thank you to all of you who attended the event and gave us your pledges 

for the 2023 ministry year. What a church family we have! Thank you all! 

*If you weren’t able to be with us at this party and haven’t yet turned in your pledge card in support 
of our 2023 ministry year, please do so as soon as possible. We raised just over $250,000 at the 
party, which leaves us $54,000 short of our budgetary goal. You can help us reach it. Pledge cards 
are available in the church office and at the entrances to the sanctuary. Thank you! 
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Childcare Director:  Lynette Webb 
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Shelley Fisher’s ability to read music and lifelong love of piano playing is a gift to all who know 
her. 
 
She was raised in a United Methodist church near Asheville, N.C. in a singing family living in 
the mountains. Her grandparents and her mom were Southern Baptists with strong musical roots. 
Her grandfather sang bass in the church choir and in quartets, her uncle sang tenor, her grand-
mother sang alto, and her mother sang soprano. Shelley began taking piano lessons in the third 
grade to accompany them and got her first job as a church pianist at the age of 15.  
 
“I’ve always been fascinated with the piano,” said Shelley, who has played piano and organ as the  
First Congregational Church’s Music Minister since 2018. Shelley is known for her ability to play a  
wide range of music with a natural ear and grace. She accompanies performers and musicians from many genres and ability levels with flaw-
less style, sometimes sight-reading the music for the first time only moments before the service begins. 
 
“I love reading music. If you put it in front of me, I’ll give it a try,” she said. She credits her Granddaddy Grady Toomey for always encourag-
ing her to learn and grow musically. He was a major influence in her life. “He’d say, ‘Shelly, what are you learning?’ What a man he was,” she 
said. 
 
Shelley graduated from Brevard Junior College with an Associate’s degree in Fine Arts and Music. She then received a Bachelor’s in Music 
Therapy and Piano from East Carolina University. That led her to roles playing music in a variety of denominations in churches including in 
several states, including Michigan. She taught preschool and music classes in Grand Rapids and Cedar Springs, when Music Therapy was still 
a new concept. One boy she’ll never forget had special needs and threw temper tantrums until Shelley began strumming softly to him on the 
guitar. The calming effect it had on the boy spoke to Shelley, and she continued in Music Therapy, along with caregiving and directing.  
 
She became the director of several childcare centers for 28 years, before becoming the Activity Director for Boulder Park here in Charlevoix. 
Later she would serve as Assistant Activity Director and Music Therapist at Grandvue Medical Care Facility over in East Jordan.  
 
Shelley married twice and had two children, Daniel, 34, and Annabelle, 21. But somehow she knew that something was missing in her life. She 
met Pam Ballard on a snowshoeing hike at a nature center in Cedar Springs in 2014, five years after her second husband died. Pam, who grew 
up on an Indiana farm, calls Shelley her best friend. They married on April 5, 2020. The couple strongly support one another’s passions and 
strengths. Pam is proud of Shelley’s musicality and personal warmth.  
 

“Everyone loves your music,” Pam said to Shelley. “You’re a beautiful person.” They live in a rural home that 
they share with Pam’s granddaughter, McKenzie, along with three dogs and a cat.  
 
Shelley and Pam first lived in Ellsworth and later moved to the country, where Pam refers to herself as the 
“project person and farm girl.” Pam was raised with many ani-
mals and enjoys creating, building, and tending to the yard and 
animals. Pam was recently granted guardianship of McKenzie, 
who is 10. Pam also has three children, Tim, 44, Jesse, 39, and 
Devan, 35.  
 
Both say the church’s focus on becoming Open and Affirming 
is both a relief and joy after years of keeping secrets. “When I 
first learned about it from Toby it brought tears to my eyes,” 
Shelley said. “The word affirming means everything. I had 
always suppressed who I am. Affirming means I can be who I         
am. I can be myself.” 

 
The couple chose their photo for the church directory from their wedding day.  “I can say now I’m 
married to Pam, she’s my life partner,” Shelley said.  
 
They are grateful to the church community for helping them stretch personally and professionally. Shelley especially loves playing and learn-
ing on the church’s baby grand piano. She appreciates the church’s focus on music, the abundance of visiting performers, and she enjoys the 
variety of pieces she gets to play. “This church has allowed me to grow and grow and grow” she said.  
 
 
Share Your Story is a chance to learn more about each other in new ways as a church. We hope this regular feature will provide insight into 
each other’s lives, interests, religious journeys, and more, forming stronger connections in our church community. 
 
Writer Jennifer Carroll welcomes ideas and suggestions for profile candidates. Please feel free to reach out to her 
at jennifercarroll8@gmail.com or stop by and see her at coffee hour. 

SHARE YOUR STORY: SHELLEY FISHER 

By Jennifer Carroll 

Shelley at home with her piano 

Shelley and Pam on their wedding day 

Pam and their pup, Jozie 


