
Shelley Fisher’s ability to read music and lifelong love of piano playing is a gift to all who know 
her. 
 
She was raised in a United Methodist church near Asheville, N.C. in a singing family living in 
the mountains. Her grandparents and her mom were Southern Baptists with strong musical roots. 
Her grandfather sang bass in the church choir and in quartets, her uncle sang tenor, her grand-
mother sang alto, and her mother sang soprano. Shelley began taking piano lessons in the third 
grade to accompany them and got her first job as a church pianist at the age of 15.  
 
“I’ve always been fascinated with the piano,” said Shelley, who has played piano and organ as the  
First Congregational Church’s Music Minister since 2018. Shelley is known for her ability to play a  
wide range of music with a natural ear and grace. She accompanies performers and musicians from many genres and ability levels with flaw-
less style, sometimes sight-reading the music for the first time only moments before the service begins. 
 
“I love reading music. If you put it in front of me, I’ll give it a try,” she said. She credits her Granddaddy Grady Toomey for always encourag-
ing her to learn and grow musically. He was a major influence in her life. “He’d say, ‘Shelly, what are you learning?’ What a man he was,” she 
said. 
 
Shelley graduated from Brevard Junior College with an Associate’s degree in Fine Arts and Music. She then received a Bachelor’s in Music 
Therapy and Piano from East Carolina University. That led her to roles playing music in a variety of denominations in churches including in 
several states, including Michigan. She taught preschool and music classes in Grand Rapids and Cedar Springs, when Music Therapy was still 
a new concept. One boy she’ll never forget had special needs and threw temper tantrums until Shelley began strumming softly to him on the 
guitar. The calming effect it had on the boy spoke to Shelley, and she continued in Music Therapy, along with caregiving and directing.  
 
She became the director of several childcare centers for 28 years, before becoming the Activity Director for Boulder Park here in Charlevoix. 
Later she would serve as Assistant Activity Director and Music Therapist at Grandvue Medical Care Facility over in East Jordan.  
 
Shelley married twice and had two children, Daniel, 34, and Annabelle, 21. But somehow she knew that something was missing in her life. She 
met Pam Ballard on a snowshoeing hike at a nature center in Cedar Springs in 2014, five years after her second husband died. Pam, who grew 
up on an Indiana farm, calls Shelley her best friend. They married on April 5, 2020. The couple strongly support one another’s passions and 
strengths. Pam is proud of Shelley’s musicality and personal warmth.  
 

“Everyone loves your music,” Pam said to Shelley. “You’re a beautiful person.” They live in a rural home that 
they share with Pam’s granddaughter, McKenzie, along with three dogs and a cat.  
 
Shelley and Pam first lived in Ellsworth and later moved to the country, where Pam refers to herself as the 
“project person and farm girl.” Pam was raised with many ani-
mals and enjoys creating, building, and tending to the yard and 
animals. Pam was recently granted guardianship of McKenzie, 
who is 10. Pam also has three children, Tim, 44, Jesse, 39, and 
Devan, 35.  
 
Both say the church’s focus on becoming Open and Affirming 
is both a relief and joy after years of keeping secrets. “When I 
first learned about it from Toby it brought tears to my eyes,” 
Shelley said. “The word affirming means everything. I had 
always suppressed who I am. Affirming means I can be who I         
am. I can be myself.” 

 
The couple chose their photo for the church directory from their wedding day.  “I can say now I’m 
married to Pam, she’s my life partner,” Shelley said.  
 
They are grateful to the church community for helping them stretch personally and professionally. Shelley especially loves playing and learn-
ing on the church’s baby grand piano. She appreciates the church’s focus on music, the abundance of visiting performers, and she enjoys the 
variety of pieces she gets to play. “This church has allowed me to grow and grow and grow” she said.  
 
 
Share Your Story is a chance to learn more about each other in new ways as a church. We hope this regular feature will provide insight into 
each other’s lives, interests, religious journeys, and more, forming stronger connections in our church community. 
 
Writer Jennifer Carroll welcomes ideas and suggestions for profile candidates. Please feel free to reach out to her 
at jennifercarroll8@gmail.com or stop by and see her at coffee hour. 

SHARE YOUR STORY: SHELLEY FISHER 

By Jennifer Carroll 

Shelley at home with her piano 

Shelley and Pam on their wedding day 

Pam and their pup, Jozie 


