] 1st Congregational UCC
Opening the Doors of Possibility

An Open & Affirming S

The Open Door

From t he Plastor

How can | begin to put into words the recent |
and powerful for all three of wus on the team.

For starters, the hospitality we received was
i mmedi ately upon arrival from the airport to &Gavi
mot her) and Br earedgp e(rHi,| dvve were treated | i ke king
of the community center and®&i hothdhee spd me ec ovhpeawren dG
3 siblings grew up. I n other words, Gerber and hi
into a community center to serve the most&di sadyv:
hospitality!

After one® ofeBreindas breakfasts, each day beg:
shell of a iny building into a bathroom and cl e:
mudded it i covered it in a thin |l ayer of conci
sinks an

e commodes. (see pictures)
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r the enGer Bemprdojpeetd wag tl er dom D«
iest, and sweetest people you wi
orribly tragic and power f-yuegdry r
evastated the indigenous peopl e
was only 9 when he and his sibl:@
ter family to foster family, until
nto her family on a permanent bas.i
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For the |l ast few yearfisrbotidehlasr bgeth Hedlpti myg a@d
and running nd changiimg|luiduensg iorurtshe Imr cacdeds & 1 on
construction process with kindness and | ove, he \
photographer, and I|literally anything el se we nee
is always smiling.

We dd dhind out, wuntil the | atter p-getrdadf ftah e e
3, does all t his while | i v® nhgousne,a wiitnhy msatohriamgge b
the floor and a few items of c¢clothing.
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From the Pas@).r. J( cont

At 3 in the afternoon Tuesday and Thur sday
school i n San Antonio and brought them to thi
arrive! They Il iterall y-urpan rfurcckm ttoh & hbea ol ao/fg ri
teachers and friends, and having the best pal

We knocked off work when they arrived, so
frolic on the trampoline, and hel mobat akil hi
devel opment, emotional devel opment-10 aRad whoincph
kids use. Prior to the center opening, these
computer. They absolutely |l ove them and are |

On Monday, Wednesday, and FHr iodpaeyn,e dwh eln wahse
di fferent places to teach 3 different audien:
them | earn to express their emotions. | s pok:
psychol ogy, about 30 primary school teacher s,
Our di scussions were rich, real , and hel pful

Qur time in San Antonio was quite a bit di
I's a much frii7eOnsdlayndc |lsiumantye wi th very |little h
much nicer than the guest house | ast year. TI
beds, and daily | aundry service. We also real
wonderful c¢city of Antigua, instead of 2 hour :

There Iis a great deal more work to be done
with a bigger team of 8 people this coming F
reliable partners, and we consider it a greaf
Jeff, and | | ook forward to sharing our pict
sure to visit twewchiurohoe weebes itthee awwonder f ul v
Copass compiled of our trip.

some donated supplies, others prayed, and
entire project. What an amazing church fam
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Healthy Communities
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Psychol ogy students that TJo
effective |istening and ngr
in their clients.

Hagen, Jeff, and Toby got |t
with Gerber and his brothdgr

A picture of the volcano that
up against. I't smoked during t
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From t he

Reaching I n Team.

An I ncredib

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Theo «f Golden

Allen Levi

Dockside Bo
Prol ogue th
be hosted o

Do& mi ss th

|l e Book Group Opportunityefrom Your F

On the four Wednesid&Gypm, nweMagr, e f in @t i7
di scussion of one of tThhee ov eorfyb foeAsttke abnc
is a highly acclaimed 2025 breakout r
year by Book Brows®&easmhd DwibnheeA wad vdd |h,e
highlights themes of kindness, stillr
has been a #1 New York Times bestsell
"most huggable” storytelling.

Toby, a voracioufheead®tit®ehdsmnsda lploave
thoughtful, and ei msepmidr ii mg lobfea & xaa cdtel cya
need during this era of unpreceddent ec

To participate in this wuplifting jour
Stacey at toucsd.gnr wup, get yourself
oks or Amazon (paperback is $14.98, k
ru Chapter 16) read by our first ses:¢

)

Save the

nline on Zoom, and SMeceiygmwed lup.end
is incredible experience. 't might |
Dat es!

Pl ease be SURE to put all of the follow

calendar s:

Thursday, TRay T4 oss Shelter Tirlaliaini pm f o
Sunday, JiuAcet ilvde Assail anti Read80lamsE 0 Tpn
Sunday, JGLYO0190001&vedtia2m@Bm@

Saturday, SeptAexmluaarl 1Cxe | ebr ati 9:n0T& OFOuU npdmm


https://www.bookbrowse.com/awards/
mailto:office@chxucc.org

From t he Reachint% Ou't Team.

Curious Gvhay dditereet up i n Ransom Hall ? Are c¢commi
now part of the agenda? Thankfully, no!
The cot is actually a sample fopmra g9ogénewouefdo
preparedé&ien caadedwapon to open ouf wmiel ;cimmagd | a DL
i mportant step in helping us serve our communi:t
A sincere thank you to John Campbell for securi
As you can see, the cots are sturdy yet compact
team col or s Go Dbl ue!
Wedr e grateful for the ways our church continues
readi ness.

Safety I nformation Session: Acti Ve
In t®@dagrl d, places of worship are not i mmune from
such situations never arise in our community, being

ourselves and care for one another.

On Sunday, June 14, 2026, during Coffee and Convers

Preparedness I nformation Session | ed by Charlevoi x
on simple, practical steps anyone can take ta® stay
emphasizing awareness, communication, and thought fu
approachabl e, and appropriate for all/l comfort | evel
We understand that some may feel this type of topic
that feels as safe and familiar as oudi tc hur calb.o uHo wea
one another. Much | ike fire drills or first aid edu
and weli hg of our community.

Participation is encouraged but entirely voluntary.
to better understand our safety planning, your pres

and readi ness.

We hope you will consider joining us.



Charlevoices
True Stories Told Live Event

WATERMARK

Stories when Water Meets a Moment in Life

Friday, May 15th
7:00 PM

(Doors open at 6:30)

1st Congregational, UCC —
101 State Street, CharlevoiX =

Admission: D‘on-ation:» Sail

= *This non-prefit-gives area children regardiess of income the opportumty
to-experience thejoy of wind and water ——

- ——Cash/checkspayable to Saﬂ&baﬂmx_ﬁapﬂa]_ﬁun_d o donate o
lineat allcharlevom org (comment boX; Charlevmces) -




GLI O 1000 Fvent

Can You I magine Circumnhavi gat
on a Jet Ski??7?

Tolsy dear friend and mentor To
going to do that this July. H ¢
Gl i obl astoma and has decided
somet hi-rmq df wan | iitttol e adrsaez ynoney
Mal nat i Brain Tumor I nstitute

VOLUNTEERS

por ¢BeexERY nd
Ch?Den.ev0| X. t He

Tom has selected 1|4

the great | ake, and eyv.oix, .

Beauti ful i's one of telemrlgENHe wi ||

our special guest ga&edP%Nworshlp
S

"‘<

and at the Coffee ersatid
time to follow on July 19.
~We want to throw a |>8eat party fQ
him in our newly ren:@lvraEEech d@NVERHA
ar ea, under that slail t eh@STWi t h
ball oons, some f oo|ldMaya3Kd i sitaeynb eadd
even some | ive mus|iMay élDave & Darl ere
May é1MO C&C HOUR

U deZ@PEN

With Venetian F@&st tkiiokiimg ooff{ MahweéRBuas& areri Sfo
wonder f ul outreach event, hOpiIM@]%ltéFDot&U&ld’&)@[l%&1
passkey son Park and State streelts. The Reachi g
could really use some helop puIIIingﬁtih—%DpEgePty
please |let Julie Geyer know i{ MayEBORENe wi l |l i
seup, decorations, or publicitjyMay élDeni se Fate

May él3uzanne Baltjr
For more i nf or&majtouornn eoyn, Tjounst |G&arg gdBar |l ene Hein
www. gl i ol1000. or g. Ma 1 éOPEN

Things to keep an eye owt for |c

¢ Outdoor Service I|Info

T Reports from the Teams




From the Reaching Out Team/ May/ June Foc

Becoming a Trusted Adult for Our Yout't

|l n May and June, the Reaching Out Teart
Charlevoix County area.
A 2025 surGheayr |beyv otihxe County Communi ty
Commi twieteh 1 nput from 6D®hisghldiegnhtse ch gee
real it . ybadday are navigating a compl e
chall enges, constant technology use, ¢
and identity challenges. it h earl s 01 3 enveete
sufficiently robust support system to
ti mes
One message from the survey rose above
AYoung peoplrasheddAthultthse"ir | i ves
|l n the weeks ahead, we wil/ provi de [
a trusted adult, along with meanamdgf ul
most i mportantly, c¢clear ways for you ¢
because becoming a@ treguiede-quiesitft cacdtoieam
willingness to show up, I|isten, and be



Northwest Michigan

I Habitat for Humanity”

WOMEN BUILD
MAY 4 - MAY 7

Time: 10am-2pm
Location: Alanson
Registration Deadline: April 29

——“‘“""_"—_’—_:
No Experience
Necessary!

Whether you’ve never picked up a
hammer or you're a DIY pro,
you're welcome here. We'll teach
you everything you need to know.

SPONSOR (5

EVENT!
What You’ll Be Doing We Provide

Hands-on construction e All tools and
work based on project equipment
needs, which may include: o Safety gear .
e Framing and training )
e Painting and e Lunch and Al
finishing work refreshments
e Site preparation e Expert instruction Visit Our Website
e Siding and and supervision www.northwestmihabitat.org

exterior work

Our Locations

Sign Up and bUiId With Habitat! 3?8:’:‘;%hh:.g:l:a:)i?st?-ltj?Cheboygan
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Jennifer Carroll 5/6 * Sue Dixon 5/13 * Nancy Noggle 5/15

To the Following Participants:

John Howard 5/1 * Patricia Dilworth 5/4 *

Linda Weller 5/16 * Bruce Herbert 5/22

Laura Ford 5/22 * Marge Merz 5/26 * Barb Wilson 5/29

Ted Dumbauld 5/29 * Mary Lee Campbell 5/29
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