
SHARE YOUR STORY: STEVE LIBERT 

   For over 40 years, Steve Libert’s underwater expeditions and missions have taken him on journeys 
that few others have dared. 
 
   Steve’s passion for solving complex underwater mysteries has meant journeys to the East China Sea, 
Okinawa, Florida’s Keys and his beloved Great Lakes. He has acted as consultant with distinguished 
archeologists, shipwreck researchers and shared his knowledge on projects including the Titanic, the 
vessel of John Paul Jones, sinking of the Carl D. Bradley, 
and his lifelong quest, “Le Griffon.” 
 
   Steve had a lustrous career for the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions as a senior intelligence analyst with the Department of 
Defense in Washington, D.C. He moved to Charlevoix with 
his wife, Kathie, after retiring to pursue a continuing quest 
on one of North America’s enduring shipwreck mysteries, 
the final resting place of the legendary Griffon. French Ex-
plorer Robert LaSalle’s Griffon sunk loaded with furs, five 
crew and pilot in 1679 in northern Lake Michigan. 
 
   Steve has played football as a running back at Ohio State 
University, and as a tailback and punter for the Dayton 
Colts farm team for the Cincinnati Bengals. He received his 
Bachelor’s     in Political Science with a minor in Econom-
ics in 1980 from Wright State University in Dayton. He was sidelined from athletics by injuries and said 
his unique skills and research techniques have been born out of such failures and hardships. He credits 
his perseverance to Kathie, his confidant and support since his high school days.  “I can overcome any 
obstacle as long as she is by my side,” he said. 
 

   Unfortunately last year, hardship hit once more. Steve developed severe pain while at a diving mission 

at the shipwreck site in early summer 2022. He was diagnosed with cancer July 3, 2022. Steve went 

through an aggressive treatment of chemotherapy for lymphoma for seven months. “I am happy to say 

two recent Pet scans reveal the cancer is gone or at least in remission. It will require periodic exams for 

the rest of my life,” he said.  

    

   Steve and Kathie embraced the Charlevoix community and joined the  First Congregational Church 

because of their personal religious beliefs and the church’s stance on diversity and acceptance. The en-

tire welcoming congregation and caring of the people resonated deeply. They say the dedication and 

commitment of the church assisting those in need is truly a blessing. Kathie serves on the Church Coun-

cil and received extensive support from church participants during Steve’s illness. 

   

   “We are proud to state that we are members of this congregation led by our exceptional pastor Toby 

Jones,” he said. “I have been blessed having overcome covid, cancer, and heart issues. I credit this to 

having excellent medical and hospital care here in Charlevoix and Traverse City.” 
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   He is glad to be back with Kathie attending Sunday services. They met in high school when he returned on 

crutches after a football injury and a teacher asked her to carry his books. After a long courtship and college 

degrees, they married in May 1981.  

    

   “The love of my life sits beside me in church every Sun-

day. In today’s age it often surprises people when we tell 

them we have been together since high school,” he said.  

 

    The Liberts continue their research and diving through 

their company Great Lakes Exploration, LLC, and ulti-

mately concluded the wreckage lies near uninhabited Pov-

erty Island near Wisconsin in northern Lake Michigan. 

They detailed their quest and conclusion in their 2021 

book, “Le Griffon and the Huron Islands 1679.” The 

book’s clues, history, expertise, and conclusions were carried in media reports in Charlevoix and nationwide 

through the Associated Press. Steve was interviewed widely including “Good Morning America” and at 

speaking engagements. And he is happy, relieved to return to his lifelong exploration of Le Griffon this sum-

mer. “People sometimes ask me if finding “Le Griffon” was like looking for a needle in a haystack. I often 

reply, “It was more like looking for a needle in a hay field.”  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Share Your Story is a chance to learn more about each other in new ways as a church. We hope this regular feature will provide insight into each other’s 
lives, interests, religious journeys, and more, forming stronger connections in our church community. 
 
Writer Jennifer Carroll welcomes ideas and suggestions for profile candidates. Please feel free to reach out to her at jennifercarroll8@gmail.com or 
stop by and see her at coffee hour. 
 

Steve and Kathie, shortly before their wedding in 1981 

Left: The Libert’s book, which they co-wrote 

Above: Steve diving in Lake Michigan in 1999 


