
January 2023 

           As we flip our calendar not only to a new month but to a brand, new year, it seems worth considering what will make 2023 different 

and better than all our previous years. What opportunities for growth will God give us in 2023 that have never come our way before? 

 It always helps me to focus first on spiritual growth when I flip my calendar to another January. This church, thanks largely to the  

excellent work of our Reaching In team, has laid out some terrific offerings for your spiritual growth in this new year. First, there are all the 

remaining pieces of the Open and Affirming journey that we are in the midst of. This month, the book study on Cheryl Evans’s work What 

Does God Think: Transgender People and the Bible provides an incredible opportunity for those of us who have struggled with this particular 

population. We’ve made this particular growth opportunity so simple for you. All you need to do is get and read a copy of the book, call or 

email Stacey so she knows you want to be a part of the group, and then tune into the Zoom link on Tuesday, Jan 17 and Tuesday, Jan. 24, 

both at 7 pm for an hour and a half. You’ll also want to put Sunday, Feb 5 on your calendar as the day we will be hosting a screening of the 

award-winning film “Mama Bears,” a documentary that follows Christian mothers of LGBTQ+ kids, as they struggle to come to terms with 

their children’s gender identities and expressions. We’ll view this film in Ransom Hall at 6 pm that night and we’ll be streaming it live as 

well for those who can’t be with us in person. A brief discussion will follow. Attending this yet-to-be-released film screening requires signing 

up in advance, whether viewing it in person or on the stream. So stay tuned for details on how to do that. 

           Reaching In has also brought us the amazing opportunity to travel to the Holy Land for a once-in-a-lifetime chance to walk in the foot-

steps of Jesus and the disciples. While the trip doesn’t depart until October 22, 2023, deposits are due in the next couple weeks. Please go to 

the Signature Tours website at https://www.signaturetours.com/upcoming and secure your spot on this pilgrimage. Of all the things I’ve 

done in my life to draw closer to God, my trip to Israel in the late 1980s still stands as one of the most powerful, life-changing spiritual expe-

riences I’ve ever had. If you have any questions about this trip and its logistics, please contact Kelley Householder at kvdh1991@gmail.com.  

           I am both personally and professionally excited to continue our “Exploring…” sermon series as we move into the new year. In October 

we explored the “I Am” sayings of Jesus. In November, we explored Gratitude. In December we explored the Incarnation, and in January 

we’ll turn our attention to “Exploring Gender.” I am so grateful for our Open and Affirming Task Force and our Council for encouraging me 

to help in this effort by offering biblically-based sermons that explore the increasingly complex topic of gender. 

          In my preparation and study, I came upon two quotations recently that really motivated me: 

 

       “Gender diversity is part of our reality. The sooner we (the church) can hold space for the complexity of this, the closer we will 

   come to a future that celebrates all genders and sexualities, and cares for and protects all bodies.”  

                                                                     -  Shannon May Powell 

 “There are a lot of youth who are ostracized and marginalized because of their sexuality in the name of faith, so to have platforms 

   where they can reconcile both their spirituality and sexuality is quite important.” 

                                                                     -  Nur Warsame 

           So the way the January series will unfold is as follows: 

 

Jan 1 – A “Q & A” day dedicated largely  to Gender related questions 

Jan 8  - In the Beginning was a Spectrum (Genesis 1:26-31, Psalm 139:13-16) 

Jan 15 – Debunking Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:1-26) 

Jan 22 – Eunuchs: The Biblical “Other” and Gender Dysphoria 
            (Deuteronomy 23:1-6, Isaiah 56:4-5, and Acts 8:26-40) 

Jan 29 – The End Goal: Just People – All One in Christ 

            (Galatians 3:26-28, Ephesians 2:10, I Corinthians 15:10) 

        Thank you all for journeying with me as we enter the blessing that is 2023!  

FROM THE PASTOR… 

mailto:kvdh1991@gmail.com


FREE MOVIE  

The Reaching Out Team recently presented a check for $1500.00 to Tricia Petroskey, the director of 
the Rayder Kids Club.  Our church is helping to keep the doors open by supporting this vital before 

and after school program for elementary students here in Charlevoix! 
 

Working parents are challenged to find safe, nurturing, 

and reliable accommodations for their children that 

works with their job schedules.  This program is the   

answer for so many families!  They often have 40 or 

more children per day who participate, and are always 

in need of support for maintaining staffing, supplies, 

equipment, etc.  

 

The Reaching Out Team could feel the gratitude and 
appreciation from the staff at the Rader Kids Club as we 
presented them with the check.  We were very proud to 

represent our church and the work we are doing to 
Reach Out and Care for Kids!  

Oh, Look at the Doors We Have Opened!!!   

Please join us on Sunday February 5th at 6pm for the showing of Mama Bears.  

“MAMA BEARS is an intimate, thought-provoking exploration of the journeys taken by Sara Cunning-

ham and Kimberly Shappley, two “mama bears” —whose profound love for their LGBTQ children has 

turned them into fierce advocates for the entire queer community — and Tammi Terrell Morris, a young 

African American lesbian whose struggle for self-acceptance perfectly exemplifies why the mama bears 

are so vitally important.” 

We will be showing this important film in person at Ransom Hall and Livestream.  Please RSVP by 

email or call Stacey to let her know if you will be in person or Livestream (limit for Livestream is 100 

people). 



 

  

REMINDERS: THOUGHT FOR THIS MONTH: 

JANUARY MEETING 
TIMES: 

Reaching In Team,  1/3 @ 5p 

Reaching Out Team,  1/4 @ 9a 

Church Council,  1/15 @ 11:45a 

Board of Trustees,  1/16 @ 6p 

All Church Meeting, 1/29 @ 11:30a 

CMA INFORMATION: 

CMA Hours, Tues. & Thurs, 11a-2p                                                   

Appointments recommended 

 

INDIVIDUAL GROUPS: 

Centering Prayer Group,                     

1st & 3rd Wednesday 5pm, Chapel 

Scripture Discussion Group,          

10a Tues, Ransom Hall 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 

29th immediately after worship. The purpose of this meeting is to 

approve annual reports and to approve the 2023 Budget that our 

Trustees and Treasurer have put together. This is a very important 

annual meeting, so please try to attend! 



FROM THE REACHING IN COMMITTEE... 

Communion 

Thank you to the many who have helped bake bread and serve     

communion.   We are looking for people to bring bread and serve 

communion for February and March.   

Please email Kelley Householder at kvdh1991@gmail.com if you are 

interested in contributing fresh baked bread for any of these months. 

 

Winter Book Group 

      Our second book study beginning in mid-January will focus on better under-

standing what it means to be transgender. We’ll be reading a terrific book called 

What does God Think? Transgender People and the Bible – by Cheryl B. Evans, 

who is the mother of a trans child. There is no doubt that many of us are the least 

comfortable with this “T” part of the LGBTQ+ community. The idea that someone 

would opt or seek to change themselves in such a fundamental way and live outside 

the typical, traditional gender norms is understandably shocking or perhaps even 

unfathomable to many of us.  

       Please consider making a commitment to this 2-session book group to deepen 

your understanding of what it truly means to be transgender and why anyone would 

go through such a monumental change. The meetings will take place via Zoom on 

two consecutive Tuesday nights, January 17 and 24 from 7-8:30 pm. Simply let our 

office know if you’d like to be a part of this important study group. Our office  

number is 231-547-9122, or email at office@chxucc.org. You can order your book 

from Amazon, or we have several copies available in the church library to borrow.  

Israel Trip 

      Are you in for the church pilgrimage to the Holy Land in October of 

2023? This 10-day excursion promises to be a life-changing, faith deep-

ening, once-in-a-lifetime experience. You can check out our itinerary at 

https://signature.rezdy.com/515931/rev-toby-jones- . 

      If you have any questions at all about this journey, feel free to reach 

out to our trip coordinator Kelley Householder. You are also more than 

welcome to contact Signature Tours directly at info@signaturetours.com.  

        The deposits are due this month, and spots are determined by the 

order that payments are made to Signature Tours. Don’t miss out! 
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You may find this experience helpful if you yourself are nearing the end of 
life, you have loved ones who are ill or elderly, you have things you “know 
you need to do” but aren’t getting around to completing, or you simply want 
to learn more about this universal experience. All courses are currently 
taught through Zoom and available to anyone, anywhere. All times listed 
are Mountain Standard Time. 

BEST LIFE, BEST DEATH ONLINE CLASS 

Diane Hullet, who was our guest speaker in November, will be hosting an online class 
entitled Best Life, Best Death on Wednesdays starting February 22nd until March 22nd. 

Best 3 Months is both a practical planning tool and a transformative experience! In this 
course, we talk about our lives in 5 different areas: our physical bodies and home     
environment; our spiritual practices and beliefs; our emotional lives and relationships; 
the practical after death plans we’d like to see made; and our legacy — what it is we 
leave behind.  

For each of these domains, course participants answer reflection questions, read brief 
articles, watch informative videos, and take part (as much as they wish) 
in conversations that explore these areas. People bring their curiosity, fears, 
past experiences, and future hopes to this exploration. Our discussions result in concrete 
action steps that will give you traction to move forward with what matters most to you! 

You may find this experience helpful if you yourself are nearing the end of life, you 
have loved ones who are ill or elderly, you have things you “know you need to do” but 
aren’t getting around to completing, or you simply want to learn more about this univer-
sal experience. All courses are currently taught through Zoom and available to  anyone, 
anywhere. All times listed are Mountain Standard Time. 

To sign up for the this class, please contact Stacey at (231) 547-9122 or email her at 
office@chxucc.org. For more information on Diane Hullet, or this course, go to 
www.bestlifebestdeath.com. 

JANUARY VOLUNTEERS 

GREETERS 

Jan. 1…… OPEN 

Jan. 8......OPEN 

Jan. 15.....OPEN 

Jan. 22….OPEN 

Jan. 29….OPEN 
 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

Jan. 1…… OPEN 

Jan. 8...... OPEN 

Jan. 15..... OPEN 

Jan. 22….OPEN 

Jan. 29….OPEN 

HYMN LEADERS 

Jan. 1…… OPEN 

Jan. 8...... OPEN 

Jan. 15..... OPEN 

Jan. 22….OPEN 

Jan. 29….OPEN 

LAY READERS 

Jan. 1…… OPEN 

Jan. 8...... OPEN 

Jan. 15..... OPEN 

Jan. 22….OPEN 

Jan. 29….OPEN 
 

As you can see from above, volunteers 
are very welcome and most needed! 

Please contact the office or sign up on 
the purple kiosk outside the office if 
you would like to volunteer for any of 
the openings above. 



COOKIE WALK SUCCESS!! 

The 21st Annual 1st Congregational UCC Cookie Walk on December 3rd was a big success! After expenses, we 

made just over $2300! These funds will go to the Church’s General Fund and to our Reaching Out projects in the 

community.  

A big thanks to everyone who donated cookies, craft items, or cash donations. A Special Thanks go out to everyone 

who volunteered with set-up/tear-down, weighing/cashiering, and general help. We couldn’t have done it without 

you! Thanks also go out to the Cookie Walk Team of Marty Trubilowicz (Chair), Joyce Herbert, Archie Wyatt, and 

Joan Robinson. Your hard work showed! 

Here are just a few great photos that were sent to us by Colin Morris of the wonderful treats and crafts that were 

for sale. 

 



JANUARY 2023 CALENDAR* 

Scripture Discussion Group 

      Did you know that FCUCC has a weekly Scripture Dis-

cussion Group? We meet every Tuesday from 10a-11a. We 

will be exploring gender related topics this month, and you 

will gain a new understanding of familiar stories and teach-

ings, and some not-to-be-missed sharing of our histories 

and discussion of points of view. These discussions are     

in-person as well as offered thru Zoom. Just call the office 

at (231) 547-9122 to get put on the Discussion Group list, 

or email the office at Office@chxucc.org, 

      See you on in Ransom Hall this Tuesday! 

 

*for more details, please go to the Calendar page on our website, www.CHXUCC.org 



SPREADING THE LOVE OF GOD THROUGH CAROLING 

The Holiday Season is always a fun time, with visits to friends and family, roasting marshmallows, toasting in the 

New Year, and making plans for a year even better than the last. 

These participants helped make everyone’s season at American House a little more merry by wearing some festive 

sweaters and fun hats while caroling for their Senior Residents. 

Office Manager, Stacey Luoma, got into the spirit, too, 

while tending to the Scripture Group 

Meg Kitson, Toby Jones, Sue Fowler, and Pam Ballard busted out their 

best sweaters for Caroling 

Music Director Shelley Fisher helped bring smiles to faces with 

her Christmas headwear. 

Bob Dominic and Dave Kendall  are ready 

 for Christmas, as well 

A big group of Carolers from 1st Congregational helped brighten the day of the seniors 

living at American House on December 18th. 




