
SHARE YOUR STORY: JEFF MASON 

Go ahead, tell Jeff Mason to jump in the lake. He may already have…in freezing winter waters. It’s part 
of his adventuring spirit and intentional exposure to cold. 
 
“If you see a guy you think is crazy running in the winter with just shorts and a t-shirt on, that’s probably 
me,” said Jeff, who started jumping in the lake and running in shorts in cold weather about five years ago. 
The exercise boosts his energy, keeps him fit and helps him sleep. 
 
“I’ve actually ridden my bike to Mackinac Island. Hold on…how did I do that??? In the winter, over the 
ice bridge,” he said. 

 
Jeff, and his wife Christine love spending time with their two daugh-
ters, Samantha and Danielle. The family began attending services at 
First Congregational Church when they vacationed in Charlevoix 
about 16 years ago and transferred their membership when they 
moved here permanently in summer of 2021. Jeff works at North Cen-
tral Michigan College in Petoskey in marketing and communications. 
He graduated from Kent State in Ohio with an accounting degree and 
began a series of creative jobs that has brought him around the globe. 
He ran his own health food store in Columbus, OH, worked as a grants 
manager for Ohio State University, then at Michigan State University.  
 
“Besides being self-employed, the best job I previously had was run-
ning a cancer research fellowship program at OSU,” he said. “I got to 
travel the world to develop programs in India and Brazil and was 
funded by a bike ride, so I got to ride a lot and say I was working.” 
 
Jeff began visiting Charlevoix in the 1980s when his uncle became 
one of the original condo owners at Foster Boat Works. The Masons 
moved to Charlevoix for good so Danielle could complete high school 
here.  
 
“All roads lead back to Charlevoix,” he said. “About 10 years ago we  
bought a place at Foster Boat Works of our own. I always wanted to 
move to Charlevoix, but sort of assumed I would do this after I retired.     
But I got lucky last year and found the perfect job for me at NCMC.” 

 
His daughters enrolled in Sail Charlevoix in 2013 and enjoyed sailing and lessons so much they began 
working full time in the summers as instructors and leaders. Samantha was lead instructor in summer of 
2022 and will intern at Warrior Sailing in Charlevoix this summer developing an adaptive sailing pro-
gram. Jeff volunteers on the Sail Charlevoix board and at Boyne Highlands in the winter. Danielle will 
continue as an instructor and run a special racing program for students at Sail Charlevoix in summer 
2023. 
 
Jeff relishes the outdoors here, and also enjoys photography and music. “In the summer I sail or do any 
type of boating for that matter. I also like to run and ride my bike. In the winter I ski, hike and ride my fat 
tire bike.” 
 
 

By Jennifer Carroll 

Jeff, the Adventuring Biker 



The Masons also value their time in the First Congregational Church. Jeff is a lifelong Christian whose faith 
journey has expanded under Pastor Toby Jones. 
 
“Toby has helped me look at being a Christian through a completely 
different lens,” Jeff said. “His sermons are very thought-provoking. I 
love hearing his unique perspective. He’s not like any pastor I’ve ever 
had.” 
 
Christine also is active in church projects and helped lead and arrange 
the extensive auction items for the Opening Doors to 2023 Fundraising 
Party in September. She has a natural green thumb and eye for design, 
which she uses in her job at Charlevoix Floral.  
 
Danielle also works at the flower shop. She is a senior at Charlevoix 
High School and hopes to study education with a focus on children 
with special needs at either Hope College or Central Michigan University after graduating.  She is an athlete, a 
lifeguard at the Charlevoix Pool and babysits. Samantha attends Grand Valley State University and studies rec-
reational therapy.  
 
Jeff and Christine can be seen at many school athletic events, participating in family nights out and more. 
“Since I was in high school, Charlevoix has been my happy place,” Jeff said. “I’m incredibly lucky to have 
been able to come here all these years, go on amazing adventures and create memories with my family. God 
really blessed us by leading us to this wonderful church.”  
 
Share Your Story is a chance to learn more about each other in new ways as a church. We hope this regular 
feature will provide insight into each other’s lives, interests, religious journeys, and more, forming stronger 
connections in our church community. 
 
Writer Jennifer Carroll welcomes ideas and suggestions for profile candidates. Please feel free to reach out to 
her at jennifercarroll8@gmail.com or stop by and see her at coffee hour. 
 
 

The Mason Family: (from left), Danielle, 

Christine, Jeff, & Samantha 

Danielle & Samantha skiing with Dad, Jeff 


