
December 2022 

GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 

Dec. 4…… Heather Kage, Sue Fowler 

Dec. 11..... Bud & Teri Stout                                                         

Dec. 18.... Kathie Libert, Sally Whitley                         

Dec. 24…. Kelley Householder, 

                  Joyce and Bruce Herbert 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

Dec. 4…….. Cookie Walk Team 

Dec. 11...…. Bud & Teri Stout                                                         

Dec. 18…… OPEN  

LAY READERS 

Dec. 4……… Alice Pletz-Miller 

Dec. 11...….  OPEN                                                            

Dec. 18……. OPEN 

Dec. 24…… OPEN 

 

*Please contact the office or sign up on 
the purple kiosk outside the office if 
you would like to volunteer for any of 
the openings above. 

 Back in mid-October, thanks to the generous financial offerings of this con-
gregation, I attended a conference in Montreat, North Carolina focusing on Wonder. 
Wonder is a fantastic word, so rich and evocative, bringing to mind all of the things 
that make us say, “Wow!” 

 The Oxford English Dictionary defines wonder as: “The emotion excited by 
the perception of something novel, unexpected, or inexplicable; astonishment mingled 
with perplexity or bewildered curiosity.”  
 God specializes in wonder. I think that is why She gave us eyes and other 

senses, so that we might live in a constant state of “astonishment and bewildered curi-
osity.” But do we…? Do we live with our eyes wide open and our jaws constantly 
dropping at what God has done and continues to do all around us? 
 If ever there were a season that is filled with wonder, it would have to be Ad-
vent. Everything about this month when we celebrate Jesus’s birth - all that led up to it 
and all that proceeded from it – is “novel, unexpected, and inexplicable.” Advent is 

“astonishment mingled with perplexity or bewildered curiosity.” So, this month,     
December of 2022, we will dive deeply into the wonder of this season. Our focus will 
be the concept of incarnation – and, no, that is not a milk-like instant breakfast drink. 
Incarnation is the theological proposition that God – the Creator – can dwell within 
Her creation. Most traditionally, Christians think of Jesus as the “incarnation of God,” 
or as John’s gospel so eloquently puts it, “the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us.” (John 1:14).  
 That proposition, in and of itself, is both inexplicable and astonishing. It most 
certainly leaves us perplexed and bewildered. But there’s more…This Advent we will 
ask the question: What if God has “incarnated” more than just Jesus? What if creation 
itself is a part of the incarnation – all the beauty that surrounds us – every plant and 
animal, every tree and flower, every mountain and valley, every child and adult?  

Habakkuk hinted at this possibility when he wrote, “And the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of God as the waters cover the seas.” (Habakkuk 2:14) 
 This Advent, we will consider the possibility that Jesus wasn’t the beginning 
and end of God’s dwelling in creation, but a continuation of what God has been doing 
all along, since the very beginning and right into our present day.  

 Fasten your seatbelts and get ready for a “wonder-full” ride through Advent! 

FROM THE PASTOR… 



Last year (2021) the Community Christmas Project served more than 250 families by providing food, gifts, and clothing for Christmas.  
The Community Christmas Project is supported by churches, businesses, and individuals in Charlevoix. 

We anticipate that we will have at least that many individuals/families this year, possibly many more, as the Food Pantry has experienced a 
30% increase since last year!  

Our church is responsible for collecting SOCKS of different sizes and colors. The socks most requested are the short variety that young 
people wear inside their sneakers. 

We will also be collecting Packaged Cookies (not homemade). We need 125 packages of cookies.  

Labeled collection boxes are in the hall in from of the office for socks and packaged cookies.  We will  deliver them to the Lutheran 
Church after church on Sunday, Dec. 11. Distribution will be Dec. 15-16 

There are several other opportunities for each of us to help: 

• We need volunteers to make food deliveries beginning at 9:00 on Dec 15. If you can help, please call Bill Trubilowicz 231-675-7551 

• The committee can always use volunteers to help pack boxes. The days we will be packing are Dec 5-9 and Dec 12-14 at the          
Bethany Lutheran Church on US-31.  

If you would like to help, please call Marty at 231-675-8850 for the committee’s schedule.  

                                                             Thank you, 

                   Project Leaders: Bill and Marty Trubilowicz, and Lois Lewis 

21ST ANNUAL COOKIE WALK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 21st Annual Cookie Walk will be Saturday, December 

3rd! The sale will be held in Ransom Hall and will run from 

9a to 11a (or whenever the cookies sell out).  

Since the Cookie Walk started, over $20,000 has been given 

to the church’s annual budget, and over $30,000 has been 

given to Reaching Out to support their special projects. 

This is a great fundraiser that the community looks forward 

to and we hope that this one is even better than last year’s! 

 

Don’t forget to send your Christmas donations to our dedicated 
staff – Larry, Stacey, Shelley, and Toby.  
 

You can write a check or put cash in an envelope and mark it for 
“Staff Christmas Gift” and drop it in the collection plate, or you 
can write a check to the church and mail it to our address: 101 
State Street, Charlevoix, MI 49720.  Please write “Attn: Chris 
Gengle “ on the envelope and write “Staff Christmas Gift” on 
the memo line of your check. 
 

Thank you for making our great staff’s season bright! 

A REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH  

EMPLOYEE CHRISTMAS DONATIONS 



 

  

REMINDERS: THOUGHT FOR THIS MONTH: 

MEETING TIMES: 

Reaching In Team, 12/6 @ 5p 

Reaching Out Team, 12/7 @ 9a 

Board of Trustees, 12/19 @ 6p 

 

CMA INFORMATION: 

CMA Hours, Tues. & Thurs, 11a-2p                                                   

Appointments recommended 

 

INDIVIDUAL GROUPS: 

Centering Prayer Group, 12/7, 12/21            

5pm, Chapel 

Scripture Discussion Group, Tues,           

10a, Ransom Hall 

Merry Christmas to All! 

Just a reminder that there will be no service on 

Sunday, December 25th. The church and offices 

will also be closed on Monday, Dec. 26  & Jan. 2.  

Regular services will resume on Sunday, January 

1st. 



1st Congregational UCC 
of Charlevoix 

 
101 State Street 

Charlevoix, MI 49720 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  Toby Jones 
Music Director:  Shelley Fisher 
Childcare Director:  Lynette Webb 
Office Manager:  Stacey Luoma 
Custodian:  Larry Minch 

(231) 547-9122 
office@chxucc.org 
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Rayder Kids Club is a wonderful Before-and-After School program for young students right 

here at the Charlevoix Elementary School!  Children can participate in crafts, work on school-

work, play indoor and outdoor games, and all sorts of other activities. This is a safe, adult       su-

pervised environment for any child who needs a place to go before and after the regular school 

day hours.   

The Reaching Out Team spoke with the program director, Tricia Petrosky, to learn more about 

Rayder Kids Club.  She described some of the ongoing struggles they face to maintain this vital 

program.  She said they often have 40 or more children per day who participate, and they are   

always in need of support for maintaining staffing, supplies, equipment, etc.  

Working parents are challenged to find a safe, nurturing, and reliable accommodations for their 

children that works with their job schedules. This program is the answer for so many families!  

For this reason, the Reaching Out Team elected to give $1500 in financial support to this pro-

gram during our Caring for Kids campaign back in Sep/Oct. We hope to explore other ways we 

can support this program going forward. There may be some volunteer opportunities for us to roll 

up our sleeves and help them too! 

If you would like to learn more about Rayder Kids Club, feel free to contact Tricia Petrosky at   
231-547-8143 or anyone from the Reaching Out Team. Also, please keep in mind that            
November and December our focus is caring for the elderly. Look for two special offerings later 

this month that will target the elderly. 

A GREAT GIVING OPPORTUNITY: CARING FOR KIDS  



 

* Please note that a Special Offering will be taken where 75% will go to local projects supporting our 

elderly and 25% will go to support UCC Retired Pastors in Financial Need. 



DECEMBER SHARE YOUR STORY:  MARTY TRUBILOWITZ 

By Jennifer Carroll 

Cookies by the dozens are about to brighten Ransom Hall for the holiday season with Marty Trubilowicz cheer-
fully leading the festivities. 
 
Marty and her eager group of cookie volunteers are baking, decorating, and preparing to arrange holiday trays, 
boxes and more for the 21st Congregational Church Cookie Walk Dec. 3. Marty estimates 600 dozen cookies will 
be sold or donated to those who are confined to their homes or in need. 
 
“It is so joyful and really gets you in the Christmas spirit,” Marty said.  
 
The Cookie Walk is a favorite for Marty, who also serves as the lead church gardener, kitchen coordinator for 
regular Sunday coffees and funerals, and special events. Marty also supports her husband, Bill, who serves as 
building manager to support the trustees, and has stepped up in important roles including church moderator 

through the years. Bill, a mechanical engineer, set up the sound 
system and video technology offering streaming services during 
the pandemic. Many church participants still enjoy streaming    
services from home each week. 
 
The church community’s willingness to offer time, personal gifts, 
and help is among the many reasons Marty has appreciated church 
services since she and Bill began attending in the 1980s with their 
children, Joel, and Anna-Kate. Marty was a speech therapist and 
teacher consultant for children with disabilities in the Char-Em 
Intermediate School District based in Charlevoix. Bill worked at 
the Big Rock Point Nuclear Plant near Charlevoix, working as the 
operations manager, and later overseeing the complex multi-year 
decommissioning of the plant. 
 
“I have always felt the church was my anchor. Without my faith I 
would be untethered,” Marty said. 
 
 

 
She and Bill savored the spirituality and fellowship of the church community during their busiest years of work-
ing full time, raising their children and happily juggling youth sports schedules. 
 
“Church was a place I could go to on Sunday mornings where I could catch my breath, meditate. I always knew 
everybody, and everybody knew me,” Marty said. 
 
Marty is well-known for her positive spirit and wide range of talents. She has been the lead church gardener for 
10 years, among her other favorite projects. It began as the perfect community gardening project for her accredi-
tation while she studied to be a certified Master Gardener. She asked then Pastor Neil Wilson if she could help 
the church gardens flourish with assistance from others. Her “faithful band of gardeners” can be seen planting, 
weeding, and tending the church flowers and plants every Wednesday morning from spring through fall. 
 
Marty plays flute in the Charlevoix City Band including live band performances Tuesday evenings during the 
summer in East Park. As kitchen manager, she buys coffee and supplies and arrives before services on Sundays 
to ensure all is ready for coffee hour after church. 
 
“If I show up and see no one has signed up for coffee hour I’ll jump in and make coffee, punch, and grab muffins 
or cookies from the freezer. I think that coffee hour is especially important for us all to socialize with each      
other,” Marty said. 
 

Bill and Marty in Alberta 



Share Your Story Cont’d... 

Marty was raised in Michigan’s thumb area in Pigeon, graduated in speech pathology and audiology from Western 
Michigan University and did master’s work in learning disabilities at Oakland University. She and Bill moved to   
Petoskey for their jobs after marrying in 1977, and eventually moved to the home they still own in Charlevoix in 
1986.  
 
“We feel incredibly lucky we were both able to have our professional   
careers and raise our children in Charlevoix. We worked so we could live, 
we didn’t live to work,” she said. 
 
Their children are their pride and joy, Marty said. Joel and his wife, Amy, 
live in Calgary, Alberta where Joel is a hydrologist for the Canadian Fed-
eral Government. He graduated in engineering from Michigan Technolog-
ical University and attained his master’s and PhD at the University of 
British Columbia. 
 
Anna-Kate was born four years to the day after her brother. She graduated 
from University of Michigan in 2008 and worked at the Northwestern 
University Hospital in Chicago where she earned a master’s degree in 
2016. She married her longtime boyfriend, Greg, in February 2022. Bill 
and Marty began attending U-M  football games with season tickets when 
Anna-Kate was a student and remain fervent fans. 
 
Today, Marty and Bill nourish their love for animals, especially yellow 
Labrador Retriever Barkley, 8 years old and a rescue, and two rescue kit-
tens. Marty has always had at least one pet dog and sometimes more since 
she was a child. Marty and Bill also love  watching and feeding birds and 
other wildlife on their large, wooded property. They call their cottage in 
De Tour Village in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula their happy place. It is 
next to the Drummond Island Ferry. 
 
“We stand on our deck and watch the freighters go by. We love being there,” she said. 
 
Share Your Story is a chance to learn more about each other in new ways as a church. We hope this regular feature will provide insight into 
each other’s lives, interests, religious journeys, and more, forming stronger connections in our church community. 
 
Writer Jennifer Carroll welcomes ideas and suggestions for profile candidates. Please feel free to reach out to her 
at jennifercarroll8@gmail.com or stop by and see her at coffee hour. 

Marty 1970 Senior Photo 

Left: Bill, Marty, Joel, & Anna-Kate in 1988 

Right: Anna-Kate, Bill, Marty, and Joel 

recently 



FROM THE REACHING IN COMMITTEE... 

Communion 

Thank you to the many who have helped bake bread and serve     

communion.   We are looking for people to bring bread and serve 

communion for January through May.   

Please email Kelley Householder at kvdh1991@gmail.com if you are 

interested in contributing fresh baked bread for any of these months. 

 

Israel Trip 

      Are you in for the church pilgrimage to the Holy Land in October of 

2023? This 10-day excursion promises to be a life-changing, faith deep-

ening, once-in-a-lifetime experience. You can check out our itinerary at 

https://signature.rezdy.com/515931/rev-toby-jones- . 

      If you have any questions at all about this journey, feel free to reach 

out to our trip coordinator Kelley Householder. You are also more than 

welcome to contact Signature Tours directly at info@signaturetours.com.  

        The deadline to secure your spot on this trip is coming up in January, 

and spots are determined by the order that payments are made to Signa-

ture Tours. Don’t miss out! 

Scripture Discussion Group 

      Did you know that FCUCC has a weekly Scripture Discussion Group? Gift 

your spiritual life this Christmas season by attending the Tuesday Bible discussion 

group from 10a-11a. We will be exploring the Incarnation this month, and you will 

gain a new understanding of familiar stories and teachings, and some not-to-be-

missed sharing of our histories and discussion of points of view. These discussions 

are in-person as well as offered thru Zoom. Just call the office at (231) 547-9122 

to get put on the Discussion Group list, or email the office at Office@chxucc.org, 

      See you on in Ransom Hall this Tuesday! 

 

https://signature.rezdy.com/515931/rev-toby-jones-
mailto:info@signaturetours.com


Mary Duggan 

Kathie Libert 

We are pleased to announce the artist-designed and painted doors from our September Open Door Party 
are still available to the highest bidder. 
 

The five doors on display in Ransom Hall will be available to the highest bidder in an auction running 
now thru December 15th. Feel free to place your bids by emailing Stacey Luoma @  

Office@chxucc.org with the bid and specify your door of choice by the artist name included below.   
Bidding ends on Thursday, December 15th. Bids received after this date cannot be accepted. Winners 
will be announced Sunday, December 18th. 

Bids start at $100 and we hope you will be generous in helping our church. 

The painted doors and artists include:  

BIDDING ON ART DOORS TO BENEFIT OUR CHURCH EXTENDED! 

Miriam Crump 

Sharon Smithem 

Ruby Smith 

mailto:Office@chxucc.org




FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR... 

We are in the process of trying to get some small groups formed for some upcoming musical opportunities.  Please 
let Shelley know if you are interested in any of the items listed below.  You can contact her at 616-723-3062, or 
email r.shelley.fisher@gmail.com 

• Handbells - Rehearsals are set for every Wednesday evening from 7 - 8 pm. We are currently working on some 
pieces that could be performed in the near future. We will not be performing in December as originally hoped 
but are working toward establishing a strong core group of players.   

• Singers - Lead hymns on Sundays.  Currently, we need leaders for December 11th, and 18th and we are hoping 
to Carol at American House on either December 11th or 18th, 

• Our men's quartet is planning another performance on Christmas Eve. Thanks, guys! 

Other singers, please stay tuned as we consider forming a small choir or ensemble of sorts.   

More to come...stay tuned (pun intended)! 

DECEMBER 2022 CALENDAR 

mailto:r.shelley.fisher@gmail.com

