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Cookies by the dozens are about to brighten Ransom Hall for the holiday season with Marty Trubilowicz cheer-
fully leading the festivities. 
 
Marty and her eager group of cookie volunteers are baking, decorating, and preparing to arrange holiday trays, 
boxes and more for the 21st Congregational Church Cookie Walk Dec. 3. Marty estimates 600 dozen cookies will 
be sold or donated to those who are confined to their homes or in need. 
 
“It is so joyful and really gets you in the Christmas spirit,” Marty said.  
 
The Cookie Walk is a favorite for Marty, who also serves as the lead church gardener, kitchen coordinator for 
regular Sunday coffees and funerals, and special events. Marty also supports her husband, Bill, who serves as 
building manager to support the trustees, and has stepped up in important roles including church moderator 

through the years. Bill, a mechanical engineer, set up the sound 
system and video technology offering streaming services during 
the pandemic. Many church participants still enjoy streaming    
services from home each week. 
 
The church community’s willingness to offer time, personal gifts, 
and help is among the many reasons Marty has appreciated church 
services since she and Bill began attending in the 1980s with their 
children, Joel, and Anna-Kate. Marty was a speech therapist and 
teacher consultant for children with disabilities in the Char-Em 
Intermediate School District based in Charlevoix. Bill worked at 
the Big Rock Point Nuclear Plant near Charlevoix, working as the 
operations manager, and later overseeing the complex multi-year 
decommissioning of the plant. 
 
“I have always felt the church was my anchor. Without my faith I 
would be untethered,” Marty said. 
 
 

 
She and Bill savored the spirituality and fellowship of the church community during their busiest years of work-
ing full time, raising their children and happily juggling youth sports schedules. 
 
“Church was a place I could go to on Sunday mornings where I could catch my breath, meditate. I always knew 
everybody, and everybody knew me,” Marty said. 
 
Marty is well-known for her positive spirit and wide range of talents. She has been the lead church gardener for 
10 years, among her other favorite projects. It began as the perfect community gardening project for her accredi-
tation while she studied to be a certified Master Gardener. She asked then Pastor Neil Wilson if she could help 
the church gardens flourish with assistance from others. Her “faithful band of gardeners” can be seen planting, 
weeding, and tending the church flowers and plants every Wednesday morning from spring through fall. 
 
Marty plays flute in the Charlevoix City Band including live band performances Tuesday evenings during the 
summer in East Park. As kitchen manager, she buys coffee and supplies and arrives before services on Sundays 
to ensure all is ready for coffee hour after church. 
 
“If I show up and see no one has signed up for coffee hour I’ll jump in and make coffee, punch, and grab muffins 
or cookies from the freezer. I think that coffee hour is especially important for us all to socialize with each      
other,” Marty said. 
 

Bill and Marty in Alberta 
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Marty was raised in Michigan’s thumb area in Pigeon, graduated in speech pathology and audiology from Western 
Michigan University and did master’s work in learning disabilities at Oakland University. She and Bill moved to   
Petoskey for their jobs after marrying in 1977, and eventually moved to the home they still own in Charlevoix in 
1986.  
 
“We feel incredibly lucky we were both able to have our professional   
careers and raise our children in Charlevoix. We worked so we could live, 
we didn’t live to work,” she said. 
 
Their children are their pride and joy, Marty said. Joel and his wife, Amy, 
live in Calgary, Alberta where Joel is a hydrologist for the Canadian Fed-
eral Government. He graduated in engineering from Michigan Technolog-
ical University and attained his master’s and PhD at the University of 
British Columbia. 
 
Anna-Kate was born four years to the day after her brother. She graduated 
from University of Michigan in 2008 and worked at the Northwestern 
University Hospital in Chicago where she earned a master’s degree in 
2016. She married her longtime boyfriend, Greg, in February 2022. Bill 
and Marty began attending U-M  football games with season tickets when 
Anna-Kate was a student and remain fervent fans. 
 
Today, Marty and Bill nourish their love for animals, especially yellow 
Labrador Retriever Barkley, 8 years old and a rescue, and two rescue kit-
tens. Marty has always had at least one pet dog and sometimes more since 
she was a child. Marty and Bill also love  watching and feeding birds and 
other wildlife on their large, wooded property. They call their cottage in 
De Tour Village in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula their happy place. It is 
next to the Drummond Island Ferry. 
 
“We stand on our deck and watch the freighters go by. We love being there,” she said. 
 
Share Your Story is a chance to learn more about each other in new ways as a church. We hope this regular feature will provide insight into 
each other’s lives, interests, religious journeys, and more, forming stronger connections in our church community. 
 
Writer Jennifer Carroll welcomes ideas and suggestions for profile candidates. Please feel free to reach out to her 
at jennifercarroll8@gmail.com or stop by and see her at coffee hour. 
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Left: Bill, Marty, Joel, & Anna-Kate in 1988 
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