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Ann and Tom Hanna on the beach in Charlevoix (L), and (R) with their sons, (L to R) Chris and Tim 

Together as one, Tom and Ann Hanna are inseparable.  

The Charlevoix couple tell of the “God winks” that have steered their lives with chances and opportunities like 

miracles. Above all, they’ve lived as one. 

“We are very fortunate to be together, and God is with us all the time,” Tom said. 

Tom and Ann will be married 65 years in November. They moved to Charlevoix in the 1960s and have enjoyed 

leadership positions in the community and the First Congregational Church. 

Sitting side by side in their Charlevoix home filled with family photos, art and antiques, they fondly recalled their 

time together in Chardon, Ohio and the move to Charlevoix. Tom was born and raised in Chardon and Ann’s family 

moved there her senior year. Tom graduated 2 years earlier and was attending Cleveland State University. They met 

that summer when Tom spotted this new gal in town and got up his nerve to follow her home. They began dating, a 

true God wink, and remained close while Ann attended Baldwin Wallace College and Tom volunteered for the draft. 

They married when Tom returned to finish college. 

The couple bought a home in Chardon and the next 5 years were all they hoped. They had 2 sons, Tim and Chris, 

and enjoyed extended family gatherings and time with hometown friends. Tom worked for the Medusa Cement 

Company in Cleveland. 

One day Tom came home with news for Ann. 

“Medusa owns 1,000 acres in a place called Charlevoix, in Michigan. They’re going to build a cement plan and want 

to send us there for 2 years so I can oversee the construction,” he said. 

This meant leaving their idyllic life in Ohio. Yet Ann didn’t hesitate to move with Tom and their young sons to a 

new town she had never visited. 

All together as one, in a God wink.  

They had traveled just once to northern Michigan on a camping trip to Hartwick Pines with Tim and Chris. It rained 

and rained. Still, Ann was excited.  



“I was all for it. We would be together as one. It seemed like a nice adventure,” Ann said. 

The summer of 1965 meant commuting as Tom began his job while searching for a family home. None were 

available so they began building house on Dixon Avenue and moved in time for the boys to start school. 

“Our parents thought we were crazy,” Tom said. 

Tom soon learned another wrinkle. Not everyone in Charlevoix was happy a new cement plant was being built on 

1,000 acres on the beautiful Lake Michigan shoreline known for its million-dollar sunsets. 

“Half the town was really upset, the other half was thrilled for jobs,” he said. 

Tom and Ann embraced their community, joined the First Congregational Church and began meeting other families 

who quickly learned of their sincerity and Medusa’s commitment to Charlevoix.  

The plant was completed in 1967 and Tom was offered a job in operations. Charlevoix had become home; Tom and 

Ann’s life was idyllic again. The boys joined Cub Scouts, Ann became a den mother and taught Sunday School at 

the church. She also joined the Women’s Fellowship Group. Tom became a member of the Board of Trustees.  

Meanwhile, the church was growing and needed a new Fellowship Hall. Tom believed the addition should be a 

beautiful compliment to the church and not “just a box.” He wasn’t an architect but sketched a design which was 

used to help raise $65,000 in one memorable church potluck. An architect was hired and Ransom Fellowship Hall 

was completed in 1969 with new classrooms, bathrooms, kitchen and a nursery. 

Then Medusa executives had another surprise, proposing Tom begin a nine-month transfer to their plant in 

Pennsylvania. Ann accompanied Tom to visit the area and find a place to live. It just didn’t feel right. They looked 

at each other and knew their hearts were in Charlevoix. 

“We’re going back,” they agreed. 

That meant leaving Medusa or returning to the Cleveland office. Tom and Ann learned the City Manager of 

Charlevoix was retiring. Tom had high regard for the city council and applied for the job he would hold for 4 years. 

He enjoyed working for Charlevoix but soon realized politics and longevity weren’t always compatible. 

God winked again in 1974 when Tom was asked to join Top O’Michigan, now Great Lakes Energy. He was 

promoted to General Manager after 4 years, a position he held for another 18 years. 

Tom’s dedication to the church was about to be realized. It had been 30 years since the dedication of Ransom Hall 

and Tom was a trustee. The church leadership decided to restore the original structure, renovate the existing building 

and build an additional bay and patio for Ransom Hall. Soon a contract was signed with an architect and building 

firm. Tom was again at the helm. 

“I found myself overseeing another construction project,” Tom said 

The project took on serious challenges when Tom learned a support beam under the sanctuary needed immediate 

replacing or the sanctuary could topple into the basement. Rev. Philip Schairbaum was told the news midweek and 

quickly arranged that Sunday’s services at the Christian Science Building nearby. Worship was held weekly there 

until the church renovations were successfully completed. Tom was proud of his involvement over the decades since 

his early design of the Fellowship Hall. 

“The building has a special meaning to me,” Tom said. 



 

Today, Tom and Ann look forward to attending church weekly from their home watching streamed services. They 

treasure their Sundays and are grateful for the opportunity be part of the church family remotely. Their sons live in 

Michigan and visit with their families.  

“We think so much of Charlevoix,” Tom said. “We are fortunate that 2 years became 57 years in Charlevoix.” 

For more photos of Tom, Ann and their family, please see the Share Your Story tab on our website 

at www.chxucc.org. 

Share Your Story is a chance to learn more about each other in new ways as a church. We hope this regular feature 

will provide insight into each other’s lives, interests, religious journeys, and more, forming stronger connections in 

our church community. 

Writer Jennifer Carroll welcomes ideas and suggestions for profile candidates. Please feel free to reach out to her 

at jennifercarroll8@gmail.com or stop by and see her at coffee hour. 

 

http://www.chxucc.org/

