
Jesus is working from home now – Sermon 5/24/20 by Pastor Greg Briggs 

1. Prayer – May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts, be 

acceptable in your sight, our rock and redeemer.  Amen 

a. Sermon Title “Jesus is working from home now” 

2. Easter almost over, Pentecost is almost here 

a. The church is soon to be born 

b. Parallel with the seasons in the Northern Hemisphere 

i. The buds are on the trees, leaves are about to burst out 

ii. Graduations 

c. The preamble to the Pentecost – Ascension 

i. 40 days after Easter – mid week 

1. Moveable feast 

3. Story of Ascension and disposition of Apostles - Acts 

a. Not a big holy day, but is a big theological event – comes up in creeds 

a lot. His ascension \ elevation to the throne of heaven 

b. Reproves and promises 

i. It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father 

has established by his own authority 

1. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

upon you 

ii. Why are you looking at the sky?  

1. Jesus will come back the same way you saw him go up  

c. Return and reflection by Disciples 

i. all [the disciples] were united in their devotion to prayer, 
along with some women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and his brothers. 

d. Not a time of abandonment, like between Good Friday and Easter 

Sunday 

i. Jesus is now working from home, and telecommuting through 

us 

4. Time of Testing – 1 Peter 

a. Just as the disciples are united in devotion to prayer, I imagine this 

scripture captures where many of us are at now, wondering what we 

are called to do in a time of trial 



b. speaks a lot about suffering, which I think we should unpack a bit, 

because it has led Christians down some dark paths 

c. there is an important theological distinction between ideas around 

suffering 

i. What to do if and when suffering comes or, 

ii. If Suffering itself is required to form Faith 

iii. Prof. Jennifer T. Kaalund says, “Our understanding of and 

experience with suffering can determine how we read and 

understand this letter. Despite our definition, it is important to 

acknowledge that suffering has the potential to both harm and 

transform.” 

d. Thoughts on suffering 

i. To mandate that one must suffer to be a true Christian, or to 

form one’s faith is to invalidate Jesus on the Cross 

ii. “Rejoice as we share Christ’s suffering” 

iii. Often minimized to the suffering on the cross, neglecting the 

work that led to the cross 

iv. Suffering was the effort to transform oppressive systems, not 

just save souls one at a time -  

v. “We share in Christ’s suffering when justice is denied, when 

righteousness is not realized, and when the conditions for 

peace are elusive. So the author of the letter reminds the 

audience that they should not be surprised when they are 

standing for righteousness, fighting for justice, and are 

pursuing peace that they are met with obstacles and 

challenges. Jesus, too, was challenged in this pursuit.” Jennifer 

T. Kaalund 

vi. It is not just individual actions of physical pain or mental 

resistance that encompass suffering, but it comes from loving 

our neighbor – we also see where they suffer and then suffer 

with them.  

vii. The difference between seeking out suffering, and suffering as 

one possible outcome of love 

5. What to do with the sufferings we share with Christ today? 

a. Multiple pandemics, bringing out the worst in people and institutions 



b. Suggestions come from today’s scripture 

i. Acts – wait and pray 

ii. 1 Peter – more specific Advice 

6. Acts - Wait & Pray 

a. Don’t try to guess when Jesus is coming to make things right or keep 

looking to the heavens for his return. 

b. Wait, and Pray. 

7. Praying is listening to Spiritual Leaders 

a. Letter from UCC leaders 

i. “We urge you to wait until ALL safety concerns have been 

addressed.“ 

ii. “Please make every decision based on how it will affect the 

most vulnerable among you.” Many of us will be able to attend 

services and activities as fully healthy, low-risk individuals. 

Others, though, will come out of a deep love for and obligation 

to their church, deciding to take a risk in order to be back with 

their church family.  

b. Rev. Dr. William J Barber II, leader of the Poor People’s Campaign 

i. “Houses of worship are not essential, but true worship is” 

1. Reminds us of Jesus’ great commandment to feed the 

hungry, invite in the stranger, clothe the naked, care for 

and visit the sick and imprisoned 

c. In short, a reminder to not fall prey to temptation to “other” people 

i. Condemn arson of First Pentecostal Church in Holly Springs 

Mississippi, who had previously sued the city to lift restrictions 

on gatherings. Violence and terrorism is never the solution 

8. 1 Peter – acknowledge the difficulty of the times, and focus on our own 

responses 

i. Know that we are sharing in the Suffering of Christ. 

ii. Humble ourselves, struggle against our own demons 

iii. Keep clear headed – and we will find that Jesus will empower, 

restore, and strengthen us 

9. Reproves and Promises from Peter  



a. Therefore, humble yourselves under God’s power so that God may 
raise you up in the last day.  

b. Throw all your anxiety onto God, because he cares about you. 
i. Someone interpreted this verse as a fishing metaphor.  

ii. Just as we bait a hook with something we don’t want to catch 
something better, do the same with your anxieties. Use them 
to catch something better, the spirit of Christ. 

c. Be clearheaded. Keep alert.  
d. Your accuser, the devil, is on the prowl like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour.  
i. A place for personal reflection – what “devils” do you struggle 

with?  
1. The devil of certainty -  knowing better than the experts 
2. The devil of privilege – not being able to see beyond 

your own circumstances 
3. The devil of low self esteem – telling you that you aren’t 

enough 
4. The devil of tribalism – believing there is an us and a 

them, and that the “us” is inherently better 
5. Lastly, the devil of fear – which pushes out all love, and 

manifests in a thousand ways 
a. Including those who set fire to the church in 

Mississippi 
ii. Resist [your accuser], standing firm in the faith.  

e. Do so in the knowledge that your fellow believers are enduring the 
same suffering throughout the world.  

f. After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, the 
one who called you into God’s eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will 
restore, empower, strengthen, and establish you all. 

g. To God be the power forever and always. Amen. 
10. Conclusion - Jesus is working from home now, just as we are.  

a. Jesus is no longer in Jerusalem, and we are no longer in our building 
that we’ve found comfort and identity for so long 

b. Continue in what we’ve been doing – see the signs of growth and 
change, in nature, in the world, in ourselves. 

c. Loving your neighbor, loving your enemies 

i. See that Everyone is pushed to their limits 



d. Socially, advocate for justice, and personally, Personally, embody 

empathy 

e. Just like Jesus.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

  



Acts 1:1-14 Common English Bible (CEB) 

The risen Jesus with his disciples 

1 Theophilus, the first scroll I wrote concerned everything Jesus did and taught 
from the beginning, 2 right up to the day when he was taken up into heaven. 
Before he was taken up, working in the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus instructed 
the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed them that he was 
alive with many convincing proofs. He appeared to them over a period of forty 
days, speaking to them about God’s kingdom. 4 While they were eating together, 
he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for what the Father had 
promised. He said, “This is what you heard from me: 5 John baptized with water, 
but in only a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

6 As a result, those who had gathered together asked Jesus, “Lord, are you going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel now?” 

7 Jesus replied, “It isn’t for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has 
set by his own authority. 8 Rather, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

9 After Jesus said these things, as they were watching, he was lifted up and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going away and as they were staring 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood next to them. 11 They 
said, “Galileans, why are you standing here, looking toward heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you saw 
him go into heaven.” 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, which is near 
Jerusalem—a sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they entered the city, they 
went to the upstairs room where they were staying. Peter, John, James, and 
Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James, Alphaeus’ son; 
Simon the zealot; and Judas, James’ son— 14 all were united in their devotion to 
prayer, along with some women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, and his 
brothers. 

  



 

1 Peter 4:12-14 5:6-11 Common English Bible (CEB) 

12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised about the fiery trials that have come among 
you to test you. These are not strange happenings. 13 Instead, rejoice as you share 
Christ’s suffering. You share his suffering now so that you may also have 
overwhelming joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are mocked because of 
Christ’s name, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory—indeed, the Spirit of God—
rests on you. 

6 Therefore, humble yourselves under God’s power so that he may raise you up in 
the last day. 7 Throw all your anxiety onto him, because he cares about you. 8 Be 
clearheaded. Keep alert. Your accuser, the devil, is on the prowl like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith. Do so in the 
knowledge that your fellow believers are enduring the same suffering throughout 
the world. 10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, the 
one who called you into his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will himself restore, 
empower, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be power forever and always. 
Amen. 

 


