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1. Intro & Prayer 

a. May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts, be 

acceptable in your sight, our rock and redeemer.  Amen. 

b. Sermon title – “Discerning Wheat from the Weeds”  

2. Lead in – team Jacob, or team Esau? 

a. Go back, re listen or re read the scripture from Genesis, when they 

are both adults. Who do you agree with? 

b. If you had to choose, who would you choose? Got your answer? 

3. What were the questions that came up? 

a. There’s wheat and weeds on both sides 

b. Why wouldn’t Jacob just take care of his brother? 

c. Follow up, Was Esau truly starving to death, or just being dramatic?  

1. He’d come back from hunting, so he had food – just 

didn’t want to prepare it 

d. Birthright 

i. Is Jacob being greedy?  

ii. What would Jacob have had, otherwise? – very little, left to his 

own 

iii. Parental favoritism – Isaac preferred Esau, so no luck there 

4. What if you could write your own ending? 

a. This Isn’t a morality play, as much as it is a morality puzzle 

b. Tension is based in a false choice – informed by our point of view 

i. Assume that it’s two brothers, who are equal, when indeed 

they are not 

ii. Also assumes that there’s only enough for one, not both 

iii. Societal expectation, governs birthright not God’s expectations 

iv. Even without birthright, Esau has support, while Jacob would 

have none 

5. Team God - Not team Jacob or team Esau 

i. Enough for all 

ii. Choosing people over property  

b. Even if, in that moment, it looks like Jacob is the only winner 

i. Trust in God, not in ourselves.  

c. Teachings from this story in Genesis 
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i. Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell says that Some familiar patterns 

emerge from this story and other Biblical stories: God hears 

the cries of women who long for children. God tends to favor 

the underdog. God tends to shine towards those who break 

the rules of tradition when tradition is too binding. 

d. Trickster – Jacob 

i. For the underdog to succeed, they often must use unorthodox, 

or tricky, tactics, when judged by the dominant perspective 

e. The trickster only makes sense when looking at things from the side 

of the oppressed, not from the well off 

i. Raises tension   

6. Timely – both for our country and for this church 

a. Eternal Challenge - Being asked to assess “rightness or wrongness” or 

Wheat vs. weeds. 

b. Because both will grow in fertile places 

i. The Human One will send his angels, and they will gather up 

all things that cause people to fall away – reminder that being 

a member of the faithful isn’t enough 

c. A more urgent question now, as tensions rise, and we are being 

pushed into taking a stand.  

i. Too often, our comfort has come from “if you can’t say 

something nice, don’t say anything at all.”  

d. Yet, as Simeon reminded us when Jesus was dedicated in the temple 

as an infant “Simeon blessed Jesus and Mary and said to Mary, “This 

boy is assigned to be the cause of the falling and rising of many in 

Israel and to be a sign that generates opposition so that the inner 

thoughts of many will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your 

innermost being too.”” Luke 3:34-35 

e. Jesus is a sign that generates opposition, to reveal the inner thoughts 

of many. Anyone else noticing how we are seeing the inner thoughts 

of many more people these days? 

7. Interim Time reflections 

a. Getting on Team God and seeing the wheat and the weeds in 

everyone 

b. Transition is a time of harvest -  
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i. Seeing what has grown in the past ministry of Pastor Neil and 

harvesting them 

1. Pulling out some weeds as we did so 

2. And seeing what could grow on it’s own and what would 

wilt away 

ii. Discerning what new seeds needed to be planted 

c. Harvesting  and transition is also conflict 

d. Two hard things for this church 

i. Discerning through healthy disagreements and conflict 

1. Avoidance, because discerning makes things 

uncomfortable, which makes it hard to separate the 

wheat from the weeds 

2. Confusing what is comfortable for what God wants  

8. A time of harvest is come!  

a. Pastoral transition of the last two years 

b. COVID transition of the last 4 months 

i. Changes due to COVID –  

1. In our transitional discernment, both the building and 

music program were defined as essential parts of the 

church – yet COVID cuts the church off from both 

2. What’s left? Where’s what God wants? How does this 

church reorient into the world? 

ii. fwe are 4 months into a global pandemic, which usually last 12 

to 18 months – if we take it seriously –  

1. Need to give up some of our privileges, or “birthrights” 

so that everyone has enough.  

9. Discernment in the world  

a. Beyond COVID - Societal crises coming to the fore, because no one 

has energy leftover to keep them hidden anymore - including Black 

Lives Matter, healthcare, unemployment assistance, and  

i. how do we care for one another as a collectively, or do we just 

care for ourselves, individually? 

b. What some see as “weeds” are actually part of the harvest 

i. Civil unrest – justice is popping up 
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ii. The tensions between comfort for some vs. survival for all are 

coming up, in arguing over wearing masks, staying home 

iii. Black Lives Matter 

1. “Esau said, “Since I’m going to die anyway, what good is 

my birthright to me?”” 

2. Valuing life over all else  

3. being polite isn’t creating progress 

a. modern example - Colin Kapernick 

b. police and societal brutality 

4. revealing who values life over property 

10. Team God & Jesus 

a. Jesus is God on earth 

i. Jesus would wear a mask 

ii. Jesus would and has said that Black Lives matter – read the 

beatitudes 

b. The inner thoughts of many are being revealed. Some are wheat, and 

some are weeds 

c. Yet, we are reminded today, if society does not provide for all, it is to 

be challenged and redeemed 

i. Even if it means Comforting the afflicted, and afflicting the 

comfortable 

ii. Because this is what reveals our innermost hearts – if we put 

our own desires above those of God.  

d. That should be the foundation of every church, in every age.  

i. Even if it means changing perspective, and looking at things 

through the eyes of the underdogs and the tricksters.  

ii. Because life is more important that property, or politeness.  

e. I hope in my time with you, we together have harvested some wheat, 

disposed of some weeds, and planted new seeds that will grow and 

remind us to be on the side of God.  
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Scriptures 

 

Genesis 25:19-34 Common English Bible (CEB) 
19 These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son. Abraham became the 

father of Isaac. 20 Isaac was 40 years old when he married Rebekah the daughter 

of Bethuel the Aramean and the sister of Laban the Aramean, from Paddan-

aram. 21 Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, since she was unable to have 

children. The LORD was moved by his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became 

pregnant. 22 But the boys pushed against each other inside of her, and she said, “If 

this is what it’s like, why did it happen to me?” 

So she went to ask the LORD. 23 And the LORD said to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb; 

        two different peoples will emerge from your body. 

One people will be stronger than the other; 

    the older will serve the younger.” 
24 When she reached the end of her pregnancy, she discovered that she had 

twins. 25 The first came out red all over, clothed with hair, and she named him 

Esau. 26 Immediately afterward, his brother came out gripping Esau’s heel, and 

she named him Jacob. Isaac was 60 years old when they were born. 

27 When the young men grew up, Esau became an outdoorsman who knew how to 

hunt, and Jacob became a quiet man who stayed at home. 28 Isaac loved Esau 

because he enjoyed eating game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 Once when Jacob 

was boiling stew, Esau came in from the field hungry 30 and said to Jacob, “I’m 

starving! Let me devour some of this red stuff.” That’s why his name is Edom. 

31 Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright today.” 

32 Esau said, “Since I’m going to die anyway, what good is my birthright to me?” 

33 Jacob said, “Give me your word today.” And he did. He sold his birthright to 

Jacob. 34 So Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew. He ate, drank, got up, and left, 

showing just how little he thought of his birthright. 

 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=151#gospel_reading
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24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like someone who 

planted good seed in his field. 25 While people were sleeping, an enemy came and 

planted weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 When the stalks sprouted and 

bore grain, then the weeds also appeared. 

27 “The servants of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Master, didn’t you plant 

good seed in your field? Then how is it that it has weeds?’ 

28 “‘An enemy has done this,’ he answered. 

“The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather them?’ 

29 “But the landowner said, ‘No, because if you gather the weeds, you’ll pull up 

the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow side by side until the harvest. And at 

harvesttime I’ll say to the harvesters, “First gather the weeds and tie them 

together in bundles to be burned. But bring the wheat into my barn.”’” 

 

36 Jesus left the crowds and went into the house. His disciples came to him and 

said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 

37 Jesus replied, “The one who plants the good seed is the Human One. 38 The field 

is the world. And the good seeds are the followers of the kingdom. But the weeds 

are the followers of the evil one. 39 The enemy who planted them is the devil. The 

harvest is the end of the present age. The harvesters are the angels. 40 Just as 

people gather weeds and burn them in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 

present age. 41 The Human One will send his angels, and they will gather out of his 

kingdom all things that cause people to fall away and all people who sin. 42 He will 

throw them into a burning furnace. People there will be weeping and grinding 

their teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father’s kingdom. 

Those who have ears should hear.” 

 

  

 


