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1. Intro & Prayer 

a. May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts, be 

acceptable in your sight, our rock and redeemer.  Amen. 

b. Sermon title – Listening for Echoes of Pentecost  

2. Multiplicity of holy days 

a. Today is Pentecost Sunday, where we celebrate and commemorate 

the Holy Spirit coming down upon the Apostles, empowering them 

and beginning the church 

b. Yet, Just as we are ending one yearly cycle of Christian stories, we 

begin another 

i. Today is also the Visitation of a pregnant Elizabeth by a 

pregnant Mary –  

1. Jesus has both been ascended 10 days ago, and is 

present in pregnant Mary’s belly in the church calendar 

cycle 

c. Also is the celebration of the Jewish festival of Shavuot 

i. Pentecost, like Easter before it, runs a parallel with a Jewish 

festival that was celebrated by the Disciples 

ii. Easter lined up with and over Passover 

iii. Pentecost lined up with and over Shavuot, which itself is a 

double holy day 

1. start of the wheat harvest and the end of the barley 

harvest.  

2. also marks the time the Jews were given the Torah on 

Mount Sinai 

d. Christian worship goes in cycles and echoes 

i. These cycles also carry the echoes of teachings, holy days, and 

pieces of other faiths, cultures and traditions 

e. Pentecost, echoes Shavuot – both honoring and borrowing to build 

upon it. 

i. as important as the Holy Spirit is to Christians is the Torah to 

the Jewish people 

1. it is the gift of God’s teachings, wisdom, and guidance 

ii. It’s important to remember and honor this spiritual echoing to 

see how our faith is built up from many sources. If we don’t 



Listening for Echoes of Pentecost May 31 2020 by Pastor Greg Briggs 

2 
 

acknowledge this interconnectedness, it often damages the 

cultures Christianity is echoing 

1. Which, if we don’t acknowledge that and work to heal 

those wounds, also makes a mockery of our own 

Christian faith and can lead to things like anti-semitism 

3. Story of Pentecost 

a. Not just that the disciples got new powers but what that indicates 

i. If Pentecost is just about the miracle, now that miracle is in the 

hands of all who can afford it.  

ii. Instantaneous translation through our phones and computers 

iii. Instead, it is what the miracle points us towards 

b. The church is able to communicate with people of different races, 

cultures and faiths 

i. As much as this gets interpreted as we are to go and make 

disciples of all believers, it also means that we are to learn and 

grow from the wisdom of other cultures as well 

c. Some theologians view Pentecost as the reversal of God’s curse at 

the Tower of Babel, when humanity was inflicted with multiple 

languages because we were becoming too powerful 

i. But in the reversal of the curse of Babel, we did not regain a 

single language and culture 

ii. Instead, followers of Christ were equipped to interact with 

different cultures, because the diversity itself was something 

worth preserving.  

iii. The diversity of the world is something worth preserving.  

1. God prospers in diversity. 

4. Body of Christ 

a. This idea is shared in our reading in 1 Corinthians 

i. Baptized by the spirit into one body, made of many, different 

parts 

ii. “If all were one and the same body part, what would happen 

to the body? So the eye can’t say to the hand, “I don’t need 

you,” or in turn, the head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need 

you.” Instead, the parts of the body that people think are the 

weakest are the most necessary.” 
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iii. [S]o the parts might have mutual concern for each other. If 

one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part gets 

the glory, all the parts celebrate with it. 

b. I see Pentecost as the beginning of building the nervous system of 

the corporate body of Christ.  Connecting across differences to 

become the body of Christ 

c. Hear it in the voices of our graduates, preparing to go out into the 

world 

5. Challenge of hearing the word 

a. Aren’t these Galileans? Are they drunk on new wine? 

i. Galileans – illiterate, backwater hicks. Not worthy of respect.  

b. Yet the reading from first Corinthians has a response for that, too 

“Instead, the parts of the body that people think are the weakest 

are the most necessary. The parts of the body that we think are less 

honorable are the ones we honor the most.” 

c. New wine requires new space 

i. The observers are correct that these acts are radically new and 

hard to comprehend. Hence the new wine 

d. But as Jesus said in Mark chapter 9 16 “No one sews a patch of 

unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away from 

the garment, making the tear worse. 17 Neither do people pour new 

wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst; the wine 

will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new 

wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” 

e. New wine needs new wineskins – Pentecost inspired disciples 

wouldn’t have fit into existing religious structures – though the 

teachings were a renewal of Jewish and other eternal truths, the new 

wine would burst the old wine skins 

f. So as it was true then, so is it now 

6. Pentecost fire in riots 

a. These last few months have seen our old wineskins bursting as they 

are strained by the challenges of this global pandemic. 

b. And in this last week we have seen even more disruption after the 

recent news reports of Ahmud Charbury killed for jogging while 

black, seeing Amy Cooper weaponize her whiteness against a black 



Listening for Echoes of Pentecost May 31 2020 by Pastor Greg Briggs 

4 
 

man Christ Cooper, and of course the horrible, filmed death of 

George Floyd under the knee of police officers in Minneapolis, and 

the riots that in the days after.  

c. Words have failed me, so I fall back on the words of Rev. Martin 

Luther King Jr, given in a 1968 speech at the high school in Grosse 

Point Michigan: He says,  

“But it is not enough for me to stand before you tonight and condemn riots. It 

would be morally irresponsible for me to do that without, at the same time, 

condemning the contingent, intolerable conditions that exist in our society. These 

conditions are the things that cause individuals to feel that they have no other 

alternative than to engage in violent rebellions to get attention. And I must say 

tonight that a riot is the language of the unheard. And what is it America has 

failed to hear? It has failed to hear that the plight of the negro poor has worsened 

over the last twelve or fifteen years. It has failed to hear that the promises of 

freedom and justice have not been met. And it has failed to hear that large 

segments of white society are more concerned about tranquility and the status 

quo than about justice and humanity. 

d. “Large segments of white society are more concerned about 

tranquility and the status quo than about justice and humanity” 

i. Peaceful protests against police violence, including those made 

by Colin Kaepernick were condemned. 

ii. “A riot is the language of the unheard.” 

e. What words are we struggling to hear, today when our Pentecost 

fires are the fires of burning buildings? 

i. Perhaps some of that spirit is in this proverb from Africa "The 
child who is not embraced by the village will burn it down to 
feel its warmth" 

ii. Or perhaps it is recognizing that we still have much more 
listening to do 

7. Current troubles are echoes of earlier, unresolved wounds 

a. May 31 is also the anniversary of the Tulsa Race Massacre also 

known as the destruction of Black Wall Street 

i. a white mob, some of whom were deputized and given 

weapons by city officials, attacked residents, homes and 
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businesses in the predominantly black Greenwood 

neighborhood of Tulsa, Oklahoma. The event remains one of 

the worst incidents of racial violence in U.S. history, and one of 

the least-known: News reports were largely squelched, despite 

the fact that hundreds of people were killed and thousands left 

homeless. Property Damage of $50-100 million dollars in 

current US dollars. 
ii. https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/tulsa-race-massacre 

8. So what?  

a. As it said in First Corinthians “If one part of the body suffers, all the 

parts suffer with it” 

i. A major part of the body of Christ here in the United States is 

suffering, and they are asking to no longer be ignored. 

b. So, If part of the body can’t breathe, all the body can’t breathe 

c. Just as the disciples were scoffed at for being drunk Galileans, so too 

do we need to listen to those who have been silenced, ignored, 

rejected. 

9. Conclusion - Learning to Listen to the Spirit 

a. First Corinthians “God has put the body together, giving greater 

honor to the part with less honor so that there won’t be division in 

the body and so the parts might have mutual concern for each 

other. 

b. In our UCC Constitution, we affirms the responsibility of the Church 

in each generation to make [the historic] faith [of Christ our own] in 

reality of worship, in honesty of thought and expression, and in 

purity of heart before God.  

c. Caring for the body of Christ and how it suffers is also listening to the 

Pentecost spirit 

i. Especially when we recognize that much of our country’s racial 

history has been hidden from us. This isn’t political, it is loving 

our neighbors. 

d. Faithfully Begin to do our own work  

i. List some possibilities in the bulletin 

1. Cross and the Lynching Tree Sunday 6 pm. Link to sign 

up in the bulletin 
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2. Read MLK’s Letter from Birmingham Jail 

3. Google drive – Anti Racism Resources for White People 

4. https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86S

GgHa6-VlBO-

QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/preview?pru=AAABcotoRu8*oBIH

0FBeUM4-4ZjmqbHYLg 

e. Hear the echoes of Justice as a central part of our Christian Faith and 

in the Pentecostal spirit we seek today and every day. Amen. 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/preview?pru=AAABcotoRu8*oBIH0FBeUM4-4ZjmqbHYLg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/preview?pru=AAABcotoRu8*oBIH0FBeUM4-4ZjmqbHYLg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/preview?pru=AAABcotoRu8*oBIH0FBeUM4-4ZjmqbHYLg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/preview?pru=AAABcotoRu8*oBIH0FBeUM4-4ZjmqbHYLg
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Scriptures 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 Common English Bible (CEB) 

Christ is just like the human body—a body is a unit and has many parts; and all 
the parts of the body are one body, even though there are many.  

We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body, whether Jew or Greek, or slave 
or free, and we all were given one Spirit to drink. Certainly the body isn’t one part 
but many. If the foot says, “I’m not part of the body because I’m not a hand,” 
does that mean it’s not part of the body? If the ear says, “I’m not part of the body 
because I’m not an eye,” does that mean it’s not part of the body? If the whole 
body were an eye, what would happen to the hearing? And if the whole body 
were an ear, what would happen to the sense of smell? 

 But as it is, God has placed each one of the parts in the body just like he wanted. 
If all were one and the same body part, what would happen to the body? But as it 
is, there are many parts but one body. So the eye can’t say to the hand, “I don’t 
need you,” or in turn, the head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.” Instead, 
the parts of the body that people think are the weakest are the most necessary. 
The parts of the body that we think are less honorable are the ones we honor the 
most. The private parts of our body that aren’t presentable are the ones that are 
given the most dignity. The parts of our body that are presentable don’t need this.  

But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the part with less 
honor so that there won’t be division in the body and so the parts might have 
mutual concern for each other. If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if 
one part gets the glory, all the parts celebrate with it. You are the body of Christ 
and parts of each other.  
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Acts 2:1-21 Common English Bible (CEB) 

When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a 
sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting 
on each one of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other languages as the Spirit enabled them to speak. 

There were pious Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. When 
they heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They were mystified because everyone 
heard them speaking in their native languages. They were surprised and amazed, 
saying, “Look, aren’t all the people who are speaking Galileans, every one of 
them? How then can each of us hear them speaking in our native language? 
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; as well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of 
Libya bordering Cyrene; and visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to 
Judaism), Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the mighty works of God in 
our own languages!” They were all surprised and bewildered. Some asked each 
other, “What does this mean?” Others jeered at them, saying, “They’re full of new 
wine!” 

Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared, 
“Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to my 
words! These people aren’t drunk, as you suspect; after all, it’s only nine o’clock 
in the morning! Rather, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

In the last days, God says, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
    Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 
    Your young will see visions. 
    Your elders will dream dreams. 
    Even upon my servants, men and women, 
        I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
        and they will prophesy. 
I will cause wonders to occur in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood and fire and a cloud of smoke. 
The sun will be changed into darkness, 
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    and the moon will be changed into blood, 
        before the great and spectacular day of the Lord comes. 
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

 


