
 
 
Welcome 

Click the link for a video welcome message: 
https://youtu.be/9Cabqn_rYfU  

(Relevant covenantal link by Bill Withers:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7P8wusL1Z0) 

 
Let us offer a warm, Anoka UCC welcome today to our neighbors of First 
Congregational Church of Charlevoix, Michigan (http://chxucc.org)!  Their pastor, the 
Rev. Greg Briggs, is on vacation this week and asked if we might worship with them 
in this unconventional form of pulpit supply.  It was an easy yes.    The ties of 
covenant that bind us together remind us that even outside our Conference we are in 
relationship with other local congregations of the United Church of Christ.  May the 
Holy Spirit knit us ever closer together in these unprecedented days and allow us to 
lean on each other for support, inspiration, and love in the name of the One who rose 
from death on Easter day.  --PC 

 
Prelude “Prelude: 1B” Edgar Meyer 

Koki Sato chose this music for our Prelude today. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gh5f4yIOXTA&list=OLAK5uy_n3jOSq2eDSuf9NlCz-

ujAo3mJGlzgNTQI&index=2&t=0s 
 

The Church Bell Rings 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTExPtLVDZE  

 
Opening Hymn “Morning Has Broken” Eleanor Farjeon 

Join Cat Stevens in this classic and beloved hymn. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0TInLOJuUM 

 
 

https://youtu.be/9Cabqn_rYfU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7P8wusL1Z0
http://chxucc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gh5f4yIOXTA&list=OLAK5uy_n3jOSq2eDSuf9NlCz-ujAo3mJGlzgNTQI&index=2&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gh5f4yIOXTA&list=OLAK5uy_n3jOSq2eDSuf9NlCz-ujAo3mJGlzgNTQI&index=2&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTExPtLVDZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTExPtLVDZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0TInLOJuUM
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Morning has broken like the first morning, 
blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning; 
praise for them springing fresh from the world. 
 
Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven; 
Like the first dew fall on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 
sprung in completeness where his feet pass 
 
Mine is the sunlight; mine is the morning  
born of the one light Eden saw play! 
Praise with elation, praise every morning 
God's recreation of the new day. 
 
Morning has broken like the first morning, 
blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning; 
praise for them springing fresh from the world. 

 
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer (inspired by Psalm 37) Lector 

Click and follow along with Bailey as she leads us. 
https://youtu.be/bXouUM82zx0 

 

One:  Do not fret because of the things we cannot control or predict. 
Many:  Eventually they will fade like grass and leaf in the winter. 
One:  Take delight in God and in what God is creating among us now: 
Many:  the music, the creativity, the closeness being born even as we are apart. 
One:  In a little while we will shall return and find each other once again; 
Many:  we shall hold each other up just as in the days of old. 
One:  Until then and always, God is our refuge in times of trouble. 
Many:  Let us shelter in the arms of the Holy One, whose Love pervades all time and 

space.  Alleluia! 
One:  Let us pray. 
Many:  Great and Holy God, we celebrate you today as One who watches over space 

and time.  You are greater than we know, and we would lean on you in our 
time of uncertainty.  It seems in these days of distance and isolation that time 
itself has become a stranger.  Days and weeks are blending together, leaving 
us wondering when.  When will this be over?  When will we know reunion?  
When will we gather again to sing of the glories of Resurrection in our 

https://youtu.be/bXouUM82zx0
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sanctuaries?  Assure us, O God, that even though we are flailing you aren’t.   
Comfort us in our distress.  Bring us a sense of continuity and resolve to help 
us weather the present crisis, as you have always done.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, the Risen One.  Amen. 

 
Special Music “Turn! Turn! Turn!” The Byrds 

Don Shier chose this anthem for today. 
Written by Pete Seeger, the song incorporates Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4ga_M5Zdn4 
 

[refrain] To everything (turn, turn, turn) there is a season (turn, turn, turn),  
and a time to every purpose under heaven. 

 
A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, a time to reap; 

a time to kill, a time to heal; a time to laugh, a time to weep.  [refrain] 
A time to build up, a time to break down; A time to dance, a time to mourn; 

a time to cast away stones, a time to gather stones together.  [refrain] 
A time of love, a time of hate; a time of war, a time of peace; 

a time you may embrace, a time to refrain from embracing.  [refrain] 
A time to gain, a time to lose; a time to rend, a time to sew; 

a time for love, a time for hate; a time for peace—I swear it’s not too late. 
 

Children’s Time  
 Pastor Chris shares a word with our younger members. 
 https://youtu.be/awXG_RKKsI4 

 
Prayer of Preparation “Pour Out Your Spirit”  Christopher Grundy 

Sing along.  He sings it through twice. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djc888CH_Lc 

 

From the sacred waters of my birth, 
to the sacred waters of this hour, 

I have leaned upon you who knit me in my mother’s womb. 
O pour out your Spirit now. 

 
Scripture Reading – Acts 1:1-14  Lector, Congregation 

Click on the video and follow along with Asta. 
https://youtu.be/QF77MnPgEQg 

 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning  2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  3 After his suffering he 
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4ga_M5Zdn4
https://youtu.be/awXG_RKKsI4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djc888CH_Lc
https://youtu.be/QF77MnPgEQg
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during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  4 While staying with them, 
he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 
Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me;  5 for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  6 So 
when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  9 When he had said this, as 
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  10 While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 
robes stood by them.  11 They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem 
from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey away.  
13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 
staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 
and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  
14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

One:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church; 
Many:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon  Rev. Chris McArdle 
The full text of the sermon is included at the end of the bulletin. 

https://youtu.be/7qfLlTAjt7Q 
 

Hymn “Now Is the Time Approaching” Borthwick (alt.) 
vv. 1, 3, 4 from the New Century Hymnal; v. 2 from Rev. Chris McArdle 

Sing along!  (The tune is WEBB, or “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”) 
https://youtu.be/6nxBqIqiirc 

 

Now is the time approaching, by prophets long foretold, 
when all shall dwell together, secure and manifold. 
Let war be learned no longer, let strife and tumult cease, 
all earth a blessed garden that God shall tend in peace. 
 
We do not know the day, th-e ho-ur or the time, 
When liberation, health, a-nd remedy sublime 
fall lovingly upon us, the longed-for fin’lly here, 
when congregation, neighbors, and friends again draw near.  

https://youtu.be/7qfLlTAjt7Q
https://youtu.be/6nxBqIqiirc
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Let all that now divides us remove and pass away, 
like mists of early morning before the blaze of day. 
Let all that now unites us more sweet and lasting prove, 
a closer bond of union, in blessed lands of love. 
 
O long-expected dawning, come with your cheering ray! 
Yet shall the promise beckon and lead us not astray. 
O sweet anticipation!  It cheers the watchers on 
to pray, and hope, and labor ‘til Christ’s new realm is come. 
 

Prayers of the People 
Offer your own at this time, either silently or aloud.  

End your prayers by saying, “God in your love, hear our prayer.” 
Know that through the Spirit you are joined by many others as you pray.  

 

  We pray today for the First Congregational Churches of Charlevoix, Michigan and Anoka, Minnesota, 
that our longed-for day of reunion in our sanctuaries might come sooner than we fear, but later than 
temptation suggests. 

 We pray for all businesses deemed “nonessential” that have had to close their doors and furlough their 
employees in order to weather the shelter time, that they may be able to reopen and rehire when the 
time is right. 

 We pray for the families of those who have died and are dying during this crisis, both of COVID-19 and 
other causes, who are not able to be at their loved ones’ bedsides. 

 We pray for all of our elected leaders who are struggling to discern how and when to start relaxing the 
shelter orders, that they may do so with the benefit of careful modeling and without pressure to take 
unwise steps. 

 We pray for all who have contracted COVID-19, that they may get the medical care they need in order 
to survive and recover. 

 We pray for clergy across the world who are now past the Easter rush and may be feeling the pressures 
of continued distance from their congregations. 

 We pray for the leaders of our Minnesota Conference:  our Conference Minister the Rev. Shari 
Prestemon and our Associate Conference Ministers the Rev. Anita Bradshaw, Rev. Kevin Brown, and 
Rev. Sheresa Simpson-Rice.  May they lead us all with courage and clarity. 

 Add your own prayers! 
 

Sung Prayer  “Bless the Lord, my soul”  Jacques Berthier  
Sing along as you would in church.  There is a solo line in this version. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4Svh-9ohg4  

 
Prayer of Our Savior  

The Prayer has many versions; pray whichever you desire (debts, sins, trespasses, etc.).  
We affirm that God has many names, so use one of the suggested or another of your choosing.  

       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4Svh-9ohg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4Svh-9ohg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4Svh-9ohg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4Svh-9ohg4
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Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 
Offering  

In this time of physical distancing and suspension of in-person worship, it remains 
critical that we continue to support the church with our monetary contributions.  

Please consider making an offering today, or saving what you would normally give so 
that you might offer your gifts when we return to in-person worship.   

 
You may mail your offering to: 

First Congregational Church     1923 3rd Avenue     Anoka, MN  55303  
  

We also have an ongoing contract with Vanco Services to provide online contribution support.  
If you have not already done so, go to our website and click the DONATE button at the top of the page. 

From there, you may set up an online profile and direct funds to the 
church from your bank account in a one-time or recurring donation. 

http://www.uccanoka.org  

 
Benediction “God Be With You”   Dorsey/Hutchins  

Sing along.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhycmW9gwC8  

 
Postlude “Blackbird” Lennon/McCartney; arr. Hiromi 

Koki Sato chose this piano solo for our Postlude today. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUC3gm4KA_o 

 
[in case you want the words:] 

Blackbird singing in the dead of night / Take these broken wings and learn to fly 
All your life / You were only waiting for this moment to arise 

Blackbird singing in the dead of night / Take these sunken eyes and learn to see 
All your life / You were only waiting for this moment to be free 
Blackbird fly, blackbird fly / Into the light of a dark black night 

Blackbird singing in the dead of night / Take these broken wings and learn to fly 
All your life / You were only waiting for this moment to arise 

 
* * * 

 
Acknowledgements  
Reprinted and linked music is covered under OneLicense.net #A-715296. 
The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 

©1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.   

http://www.uccanoka.org/
http://www.uccanoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhycmW9gwC8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhycmW9gwC8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUC3gm4KA_o
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Announcements:   

 Per a Church Council vote, all persons serving in an elected capacity have had their 
terms extended until the congregation can gather in Annual Meeting to elect new 
officers.  Anyone unable to continue in their role should contact a Church Officer or 
member of the Nominating Committee.  (Or, you can email office@uccanoka.org) 

 We are gathering homemade masks to donate to Bridge Square Apartments nearby 
the church; the need there is high and they are eagerly awaiting our gifts.  Contact 
Pastor Chris at pastor@uccanoka.org if you can contribute. 

 Due to the pandemic and the shelter order, we have had to cancel the May 
Breakfast for 2020.  Thank you to Todd and Pete and their team for everything they 
do and have already done!  

 
Words to Carry this Week 

 
 
Sermon Text: 
 The Biblical number 40 always jumps out at me because it shows up all the time.  Here are many:  
there were 40 days and nights of rain during the Flood.  Isaac and Esau were 40 when they married their 
wives.  Israel wandered 40 years in the wilderness.  Israel knew 40 years of peace after the deaths of 
Othniel, Deborah, and Gideon, while Eli, Saul, David, Solomon, and Jehoash each ruled 40 years.  In the 
New Testament, Jesus went out to the wilderness for 40 days and then hung around 40 days after his 
Resurrection.  The funny thing about all these forties is that they are almost never literal; they really just 
indicate something more like “in the fullness of time”, an inspecific measurement that Christians have long 
tried to twist into specificity.   
 I’m sure you know that some Christians have long insisted that Scripture, far from being inspecific, 
actually tells predictable time in earth-years, such that the actual Creation of the universe can be dated to 
about 6,000 years ago.  Others are convinced that the future can be accurately predicted, gathering clues 
in the text that evidently point to that time when Jesus will come again and take revenge on everyone who 
didn’t believe he was coming.  I’ve always wondered if it leads to a crisis of faith when such predictions 
prove wrong.  They always do, and it’s the height of irony that such literalists ignore Jesus when he says, 

mailto:office@uccanoka.org
mailto:pastor@uccanoka.org
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“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” 
(Mark 13:32). 
 Today’s reading from the beginning of Acts is preoccupied with time, too.  That bit about Jesus 
sticking around 40 days after his Resurrection comes from here.  Jesus again affirms that only God knows 
the timing of various long-awaited events.  In much shorter terms, Jesus promises that a baptism by the 
Holy Spirit is coming “not many days from now”, but the disciples confuse this promise with their long-
held Messianic hope that Jesus will conquer their enemies.  They ask, “Is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”  They seem to have missed that the current rulers of the kingdom pretty 
firmly quashed any idea of rebellion, and maybe they don’t remember that Jesus has told them during 
these 40 days to, “stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49).  
That power will come on the day of Pentecost, which we celebrate fifty days after Easter, as opposed to 
the forty days in which we observe Lent. 
 And there, shaping our church calendar, is that time bit again—and small wonder, for we humans 
really are obsessed with time.  We hang clocks on the walls, wear watches on our wrists, and prominently 
display the time on our phones and other screens.  The most famous landmark in London is probably Big 
Ben.  Even before clocks were widely in use we came up with ways to mark the passage of time:  ringing 
bells, sand in glass, people crying out from the tops of towers.  Long ago in my hometown, before so many 
trees were planted you couldn’t see it, people would look to the college that overlooked the valley and 
note the time by the position of a large, black sphere that moved up and down a tall spire.   
 Time-obsession creeps into my life constantly.  My son always wants to know exactly when things 
are going to happen, and it feels familiar.  For when I was three, I remember being overly concerned about 
when exactly I was going to be four.  Nowadays I feel adrift without my watch.  My internal clock tends to 
go haywire on “normal” Saturday nights because it’s afraid I’ll oversleep and be late for church, and dare I 
mention the faithful clock-watchers who count every minute the church service lasts longer than an hour?  
Don’t hear me wrong—I vividly remember the frustration I and others felt in my seminary days when the 
thrice-weekly Chapel services would go long, forcing we who had class in the next hour to decide whether 
to go to class late or stay and finish worshipping.  I should probably note that the services that went late 
were almost always in a style that the white students found foreign, which makes me wonder if time-
obsession scales with one’s cultural privilege, or if it is a particularly European phenomenon.   
 I do recall that my classmates and I were advised, as we prepared to travel to Ghana for a seminary 
trip, that in Africa there’s something known (sometimes insultingly) as “Africa time”.  We were counseled 
to not worry about the time, not look at our watches, not get too bent out of shape when we didn’t keep 
to our schedule and itinerary.  When we got to Ghana we experienced “Africa Time” regularly.  One day we 
were riding in a bus off to some other township.  We asked the driver how long the drive would take, and 
he said, “Oh, about 45 minutes.”  I don’t remember anymore how long it actually took, but we stopped 
counting after two hours.   
 I’ve learned just in recent days that our time-obsession in the West is because we order our lives 
monochronically.  We do one thing at a time, and we do things in order.  Time itself becomes a precious 
commodity.  Multiple sources tell me that this has its roots in the Industrial Revolution.  In large parts of 
Africa, South America, and the Middle East, societies are more polychronic.  People there do many things at 
once and worry far less about completing things on a tight schedule.  My reading suggests that in such 
places, there’s a higher emphasis on relationship-building, and I think we can all affirm that building 
relationships takes time.  They must be allowed to sprout and grow in their own time, not in time we force 
upon them.  My experience in Ghana and learning about time in these other ways helps me see that there 
is grace to be found in loosening our grip on time.  I hope it has helped me be what I hope is a better 
pastor, especially when church folks worry about some project taking longer than they expected it to.  In 
such moments I have responded, “The church moves at the speed of church, and that’s okay.” 
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 We move at the speed of church.  I’m starting to think this is synonymous with “pandemic time”.  
When March felt as if it were dragging on forever, memes pronounced “It is the eleventy-seventh day of 
March”.  I know I have now routinely lost track of what day of the week it is.  I forget to put my garbage 
out on Wednesday night.  When I do get it out there, I realize that the can is still sitting at the end of the 
driveway well into Friday afternoon (it was sitting there as I wrote this).  My sleeping schedule has shifted, 
such that I’m staying up past midnight and sleeping past 8:00am.  When we’re not in pandemic time my 
son goes to school from about 9:00am to 4:00pm.  Now school lasts about three hours if we’re lucky.  It’s 
almost like time has no meaning anymore.  I’m not sure that’s a bad thing. 
 The Jedi Master Yoda once said of Luke Skywalker, “This one a long time I have watched.  All his life 
has he looked away, to the future, to the horizon.  Never his mind on where he was.  Hmm?  What he was 
doing.  Hmph!”  I don’t know if George Lucas was actually that wise, but Yoda sure seems to be.  That 
seems like advice for us today.  Perhaps this current pandemic is teaching we who are monochronic to be 
more polychronic, to live at the speed of church outside our church walls.  Isn’t that what’s happening?  
Though we cannot gather in person, we’re taking more time to gather virtually—to seek out relationship 
with others wherever and whenever we find it.  Youth Group last Wednesday lasted 90 minutes instead of 
60.  People came and went from Virtual Coffee Hour as they felt moved.  When I talk with members of the 
church over the phone, I don’t hear a lot of “When will we be able to gather again?” Instead, I hear, “We’ll 
see each other again when we see each other again.”  Pandemic is teaching us patience.  It’s teaching us 
the value of not hurrying.  It might even be training us to be less anxious about rhyme and paradox, about 
ambiguity and mystery.   
 The author of Ecclesiastes seems to understand this.  They write, “For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every matter under heaven.”  That’s a far cry from, “everything must happen on a 
schedule”.  Instead, it’s an understanding of time that is full of grace.  Things happen when they happen, 
without pressure to make it so.  A time to be born, and a time to die.  A time to plant, and a time to 
harvest.  A time break down, and a time to heal.  Pandemic time is showing us how these moments are 
woven together, like sorrow and love flowing mingled down at the same time.  Pandemic time is teaching 
us to do what we can when we can, and to love as many as we can as fully as we can.  The prophets Paul 
and John, in a way that feels Ecclesiastical, once wrote, “You were only waiting for this moment to arise.”  
They, too, teach us to greet each moment as if it were the one we were waiting for, to focus on what is 
happening right now and relax our need to know what’s next.  There is power in that, power from the Holy 
Spirit herself, she who touches what is broken and teaches it to fly. 

Blackbird singing in the dead of night… 
Take these broken wings and learn to fly, 
All your life… 
You were only waiting for this moment to arise. 
 
Amen. 
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First Congregational Church, UCC of Anoka is an Open and Affirming Christian Community for all.  We affirm 

that the image of God is most fully reflected in diversity.  We invite all people to share their energy and talents 
in full participation with our community.  We welcome all individuals and families of any sexual orientation, 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, relationship status, race, national origin, socioeconomic status, 

age, mental and physical health or ability, or belief.  Together, we celebrate these and all other facets of one’s 
essential being. 
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