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 We’re all in this together…We’re ALL in this together. That is the 
primary lesson of this global pandemic…that we truly are all in this 
together. This deadly virus has now traversed the globe several times 
over, crossing oceans and mountain ranges, disregarding national 
borders and political parties to remind us in an undeniable way that we 
all breathe the same air. We are all in this together. 
 This indisputable truth of our connection with one another is 
something we should also be reminded of every time we get on an 
airplane, right? I don’t fly very often, but when I do, I always walk 
through first class (I’ve never actually sat there) and – I’ll admit it - I feel 
a little twinge of envy…those big comfy seats, all that leg room, and, of 
course, the free cocktails. Then I work my way through business class 
and eventually arrive back at my section, which is usually the last row 
or two on the plane. And what I always think of, after my pangs of envy 
have subsided and the plane begins to taxi down the runway, is that if 
this plane goes down, we’re all going down together – 1st class, business 
travelers, and economy class. In a plane, we’re all in this together.  
 Whether we want to admit it or not, that’s how the entire planet 
has been put together: it’s one ship, and we’re All on it – black and 
white, rich and poor, Republican and Democrat, and any other human 
category you can come up with. That’s what the Adam and Eve story 
was trying to tell us in the first place. That’s what Jesus and all the great 
spiritual teachers have been trying to tell us. That’s what Mother Nature 
and global warming have been trying to teach us. And now, most 
recently, that’s what Covid 19 is trying to tell us. They’re all screaming 
the very same message to us. We’re all in this together! 
 Jesus had a very strong sense of our human one-ness, our 
interdependence, our absolute connection to every other living creature 
on the planet. The religious leaders of Jesus’s day had all kinds of 
categories of distinction: clean and unclean, saint and sinner, Jew and 
Gentile, righteous and unholy, pure and impure. The scribes and 
Pharisees went ballistic when Jesus hung around with tax collectors, 
lepers, sinners, Gentiles, prostitutes, and the ceremonially unclean. But 
Jesus categorically refused to recognize and abide by their categories. 
Why…? Because Jesus knew that we are all one, that we’re all in this 



together – not just one nation under God, but one world under God, all 
related and interdependent as God’s precious children – one and all! 
 Remember that dramatic moment in John’s gospel, when some 
religious leaders dragged a woman caught in the very act of adultery to 
Jesus? The Pharisees were hyper focused on distinctions. All they saw 
was her particular act, her specific sin. But Jesus saw the woman in the 
exact same way that he saw the men who were dragging her – they were 
all his Father’s children. To Jesus, the adulterous woman was part of the 
human family…flawed, to be sure. But who isn’t? And so Jesus saw all of 
the people in this story as a part of a single, intricately woven tapestry. 
It was out of that conception of human one-ness that Jesus said, “Let he 
among you who is without sin cast the first stone.” 
 There’s another even more dramatic scriptural moment when God 
tried to impress upon us just how connected we are. It’s found in the 
10th chapter of Acts. By this time, Jesus had ascended into heaven and 
left his ministry in the shaky hands of the 11 apostles. And we know 
from the way the gospels ended, that Peter’s hands were probably the 
shakiest of them all. Peter was the one who denied even knowing Jesus.  
 So Peter was on a rooftop praying. But we need to keep in mind as 
Acts 10 unfolds, that Peter had been involved in one of the first great 
battles of the early church. It was a battle between Jewish followers of 
Jesus and Gentile followers of Jesus. You see, about half of the disciples 
believed that Gentiles - non-Jews – had just as much right to the gospel 
message as Jews did. Peter, however, led the other camp, the camp that 
believed if you wanted to follow Jesus, you first had to become a Jew, 
and then, through that important historical doorway, you could then 
become a Christ-follower. This became quite a dispute, accounting for 
the first major schism in early Christianity. So here is Peter, the 
protector of the Jewish doorway to Christianity, praying on a rooftop, 
when he has a most unusual and disturbing vision. He dreams that a 
huge sheet was let down from heaven and in it were all the animals that 
Jews had been forbidden from eating for generations. And with the 
vision comes a voice, a voice talking directly to Peter, saying “Rise, 
Peter! Kill and eat!” Now Peter smells a trap, so he quickly shouts, “No, 
Lord! I would never eat anything that is unclean!” Peter was pretty 
confident that he’d passed this test…until he heard the big James Earl 
Jones voice of God saying, “Don’t you ever call anything that I have made 
unclean!” 



 Now let’s be sure we understand how mind-blowing and how 
faith shaking such a vision and voice would have been for a practicing 
Jew. A Jew’s entire identity was based on holiness and righteousness 
before God, a holiness and righteousness that had always been proven 
by eating kosher. And suddenly, in this moment of prayer, one of the 
biggest dividers and points of distinction between Jew and Gentile was 
destroyed, completely blown out of the air! And while Peter was still 
contemplating this life-altering vision, he was told that he had some 
unexpected visitors, and guess what…they’re Gentiles! And they claimed 
that their master, Cornelius – not only a Gentile but a Roman centurion - 
had an angelic visitor who told him to send for Peter. So Peter goes with 
these Gentiles to a Gentile land, and to the home of a Gentile. When he 
arrived at Cornelius’s home, there was probably a great moment of 
suspense, for everybody there knew that Jews weren’t even permitted 
to enter the home of a Gentile. But Peter went in. Let’s listen again to the 
speech Peter made to this large Gentile gathering: 
 “You all are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to 
associate with Gentiles or to visit them. But God has shown me that I 
should not call anyone impure or unclean. So when I was sent for, I 
came without raising any objection.” And then, a few verses later, Peter 
adds this: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism, but accepts those from every nation who fear God and do 
what is right.” 
 Sounds like Peter got the message…God’s message…the message 
that we are all one…that we’re all in this together. Peter got the message 
that our human distinctions and categories simply do not hold up before 
a God who calls all of humanity his own. Jesus constantly emphasized 
this human connectedness, this similarity, this oneness. If we can’t see 
it, we need to back the camera up to get a better, more comprehensive 
view. When the Pharisees encountered the woman caught in adultery, 
they had the camera of their judgment zoomed in way too far. All they 
could see were the distinctions between the naked woman and 
themselves. But if they had backed off the camera of their judgment and 
panned out enough, things might have been brought into perspective. 
We need a really good camera to do that, folks. If we want to see things 
the way God sees them, we need one of those cameras like the 
astronauts had up in space, one that allows us to see the entire planet in 
single frame, spinning slowly on its axis. One plane…one ship…one 
people…one planet...one human family. 



 This is what the Coronavirus is trying to teach us. We are one… 
ALL of us…all of humankind…all who call this planet home. The virus 
doesn’t care if we’re Chinese or American, black or white, rich or poor, 
Christian, Jewish, or Muslim. As former British Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown put it, “An ideology of ‘every man for himself ‘will not work when 
the health of each of us depends so unavoidably on the health of all of 
us.” (The Week, 3/27/20)  

Maybe each of us should look at that famous photo of our planet 
from space once a day. Maybe we should make that picture the 
screensaver on our computers and the wallpaper on our phones. Maybe, 
with that perspective – God’s perspective - front and center in our 
minds, we might realize what this virus has been trying to teach us, 
what climate change has been trying to teach us, what God has been 
trying to teach us, what Jesus gave his very life trying to teach us. 
To be sure, this global pandemic is a crazy and terrifying time. But it 
also presents us with a wonderful opportunity…the opportunity to see 
the world through an entirely different lens…no longer the lens of 
nationalism…no longer the lens of race…not the lens of political party or 
ideology…or even the lens of one particular religion or faith. Covid 19 is 
giving each and every one of us a choice in terms of how we are going to 
see, understand, and treat the world once this pandemic has passed. It’s 
a choice that’s not too terribly different from the choice Peter made all 
those years ago on that rooftop. Are we going to live our lives according 
to categories of distinction and separation, out of a sense of ‘us and 
them?’ Or are we going to live out of a deep recognition that we’re all 
one?  
 Author and spiritual teacher Shafali Tsabary put it this way in her 
book The Awakened Family: “At the root of the world’s problems is our 
loss of the awareness that we are all connected. Some ‘big forgetting’ 
occurred in our history that made us believe we are separate from this 
one-ness that unites us. True awakening comes when we realize we are 
one with God, one with the universe, and one with each other. In fact, this 
awareness of our connectedness is the source of all hope.” 
 Folks, sometimes it takes a crisis to give us perspective, to help us 
see things as God sees them, as they really are. We really are all 
connected. It’s how God created the universe. May Covid-19 be 
remembered as the event in modern history that taught us what God 
has been trying to tell us all along. We’re all in this together! Amen. 


