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Change in Seasons       by: Pastor Greg Briggs 

Sometimes, I wonder what it must be like to worship and live as a Christian in Australia. Their seasons are the 

exact opposite of what we have here, and my understanding of the holy days of the church are so tied into the 

season of the year it can be hard to separate them. Though I know that Jesus was born in the Middle East, 

where the weather is much warmer and temperate, in my mind Christmas and winter are inseparable. I 

picture the Holy Family, snuggled up together under blankets keeping warm. The image of them trying to stay 

cool in the middle of summer doesn’t resonate with me in the same way. 

The synchronicity of the church calendar and the seasons also applies now during Lent and Easter time. 

Having the 40 days of prayer and penitence of Lent lead up to Easter is reinforced by the change of the 

seasons, when Winter weather slowly turns to Spring and the return of birds and buds on trees.  It’s easy to 

imagine new life and resurrection when the sun is up longer every day and flowers are bursting from the 

ground. I wonder how it would be celebrating Easter in autumn.  I’m sure it is also beautiful with the changing 

leaves, but it would almost certainly have different connotations. 

This flip-flopping of seasons is playing out in two other ways at this church. First, Summer church attendance 

increases here, where in so many churches attendance drops. Some people have described that it can feel like 

there are two different churches here, depending on the season. Though I’m just getting to know the winter 

style of church, I am also focusing on meeting and re-learning what the faith life of this church is during the 

summer. With the change in the season, I imagine there will a lot of catching up between those that are 

returning and those that stayed over the winter. “What have you been up to?” will be a common question. This 

same question will be asked of the church itself.   

What have we been up to in this interim time? It’s been seven months, shouldn’t there be more to see? Like 

the season of spring, the buds and the growth of the past few months are only starting to appear. A lot of the 

initial interim work of the church was not easily visible, even if you’d been attending regularly over the winter. 

There was a need to focus on the administrative systems of the church, especially revitalizing a number of 

boards and committees. In addition, there was also an upgrade of computers, phone systems, the installation 

of an essential church database system, and establishing a Transition Team. None of this work is particularly 

glamorous (kind of like winterizing a home). At the same time, both of the busiest church seasons of the year 

took place, Advent to Christmas, and now Lent to Easter.  

Now, you can see the first buds of that work sprouting up. In March there was a leadership retreat.  In early 

April, there was an all church retreat to help vision the future of the church. Summaries of both retreats are 

included in this newsletter and will continue to be explored. 

This also brings us to the second type of change in the season here at church, different people being at 

different stages in adjusting to the interim time. For some that are returning, now may be the first time it 

really sinks in that Pastor Neil and his wife Donna have gone. Some of the grieving 

and reflecting work done over the past few months will need to be revisited. In the 

same way, there are the three questions: Who are you?  Who is your neighbor? and 

What is God calling you to be?  While some have been praying and pondering on 

those questions for months, others are reading them for the first time.  

Yet, no matter the season in your soul, you are still welcome here.  
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FROM THE MODERATOR 

A lot has happened since I was appointed to the Moderator position on February 10.  We’ve gotten our 
new computer system sorted out (mostly), the new phones are working great (unless I accidently shut 
them down (only once)) and the EPA has been working on site, drilling holes in the lower level slab to 
track the Super Fund management of the TCE underground plume from the old dry cleaners business 
in Charlevoix. 

On the people front, Linda Weller has been approved as the Clerk, Joan Robinson is going to fill the 
open seat on Trustees and we are working to fill the opening on Outreach. Bill Wadland is getting the 
Pastoral Relations Committee up and running.  Staff job descriptions and evaluations are under 
development by the Personnel Committee.  Vice Moderator, Betty Wadland and I completed Pastor 
Greg’s six month evaluation. 

Blah, blah, blah!  What everyone wants to know is what is happening with the search for a Settled 
Pastor!  So, here is the update… 

The Transition Team is up and running and has been meeting regularly to help us develop our 
congregational identity.  The Council, along with some of the Transition Team held a retreat in March.  
The Transition Team is sponsoring a retreat on April 6 for any and all members of the congregation.   

All of this work is to help us answer three questions about our identity that are critical inputs into 
writing the profile that we will use to guide our search for a settled pastor.  Those questions are: 

Who are we? 

Who is our neighbor? 

Who is God calling us to become? 

The format for the profile itself comes to us from the National UCC offices and is a whopping 23 pages 
long!  Once the Transition Team drafts the profile, it is handed off to the Search Committee (players to 
be named), our opening gets posted on the UCC Ministry page and we are off on the search!   

Our target is to have the profile completed and posted by the end of May.  That is an ambitious goal but 
we can do it!        Bill Trubilowicz, Moderator 
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Diaper Pantry 
 

The Charlevoix Baby Diaper Pantry is now in its fourth year of operation.  We offer 
diapers, wipes, infant cereal and feminine hygiene products to families with an 
expressed need.   

 In addition to being open the second Monday and Thursday morning of each month, 
we are now open every Monday evening from 6:00 to 7:30.  Those times coincide with 
the Personal Products Pantry for the convenience of our clients.  The Diaper Pantry 
continues to donate 20 newborn layettes to Munson/Charlevoix Hospital every 
month.  These layettes contain an infant sleeper, two onsies, a package of wipes and 
some newborn diapers.  Charlevoix Baby Diaper Pantry information is included in 
each layette.  We buy most of our diapers and layette supplies from Jet.com.  We have 
found that this company offers us tax-exempt status, the best prices and 
free shipping.  We are grateful for our volunteers and encourage interested church 
members to look at our sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.  Monetary donations are 
always appreciated! 

 Submitted by Sue Dixon 



APR MAY 

Anna Young APR 1 

Arciel Wyatt APR 3 

Claire Martin APR 4 

David Smith APR 5 

Taylor Witthoeft APR 5 

Michelle Martin APR 8 

Christine Unbehaun APR 11 

Terry Rowe APR 18 

Makenzi Kage APR 18 

John Young APR 19 

Steven Andreae APR 19 

Jennifer Rowe APR 20 

   

   

   

   

   

Anne Leverich MAY 5 

David Garland MAY 11 

Marilyn Rader MAY 11 

Susan Dixon MAY 13 

Linda Weller MAY 16 

Toni Wood MAY 16 

Scott Wyatt MAY 22 

Bruce Herbert MAY 22 

Shelly Novotny MAY 26 

Barbara Wilson MAY 29 

Ted Dumbauld MAY 29 

Mary Lee Campbell MAY 29 

Greta Gappy MAY 30 
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 April            May   

4/7 
Mary Ann Chew & Julia 
Heddle 

 5/5 Dan & Patty Ulrich 

4/14 Ellen & John Hess  5/12 Granger & Molly Kitson 

4/21 Kathy & Jack Weber  5/19 Ron & Linda Moore 

4/28 Larry & Fay Feindt  5/26 Charles & Gay Kitely 
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April 

An updated version of the calender can be found on our website at chxucc.org 



May 


