
 

 

Bio –2020 
 
 Our candidate hails from a western suburb of Cleveland, Ohio – Bay Village. 
His parents and 3 siblings attended a Presbyterian Church in Bay Village, but during 
the three summer months each year, the family “church” was Bay View, Michigan.  
 In addition to the significant influences of his family, his home church, and 
the Bay View Chautauqua community, Young Life – a para-church youth 
organization – deepened and personalized our candidate’s faith commitment during 
his junior and senior years in high school. It was then that he first began to consider 
a career in ministry. That call would further take shape at DePauw University in 
Greencastle, Indiana, where he majored in English Composition and minored in 
Classical Studies. During his junior year, he studied in Athens, Greece, learning 
Ancient Greek, which would aid him greatly in his seminary years. During his senior 
year, he accepted a position as the Student Assistant Minister at Gobin Memorial 
United Methodist Church, where he preached, taught Bible studies, and made 
pastoral visits, all while finishing his course work. He graduated from DePauw Cum 
Laude and was offered a full scholarship from Princeton Theological Seminary. 
 At Princeton, our candidate distinguished himself in Old Testament Studies, 
becoming a Teaching Assistant of Biblical Hebrew. He also picked up a double major 
in Christian Education and managed to graduate near the top of his class, earning 
Princeton’s prestigious “Fellowship for Parish Ministry,” a $10,000 cash prize 
designated for overseas study and travel. He used portions of that gift to visit 
England, Scotland, Wales, Italy, and Israel. But he spent the bulk of it on six weeks at 
Leiden University in Holland studying suffering. 
 His first full-time church call came from a small church in the Chicago area, 
where he served as a solo pastor, helping the church grow from 70 members to over 
200.  There he worked with the local pastors’ association on a common problem – 
homelessness. After getting his congregation and six others involved in addressing 
this growing local concern, he helped found P.A.D.S. – Public Action to Deliver 
Shelter. Eventually, he left the church to become the fulltime director of this non-
profit organization. P.A.D.S. still exists today and recently celebrated its 30th 
anniversary.  
 The next 13 years of his journey was a fulfillment of a childhood dream – 
teaching high school English, coaching, and serving as chaplain at several college 
prep schools including one in Wisconsin, one in Ohio, and one in New Hampshire.  
 In 2002, he returned to Michigan and pastoral ministry, serving a seven-year 
stint as the Associate Pastor of a Presbyterian Church in Northern Michigan. The 
final year of that appointment had him serving as Temporary Head of Staff. Once the 
new pastor was hired, he moved onto the next chapter of his life, designed to 
maximize his time with his infant daughter. He taught World Religions and 
Composition classes at a Community College, founded and ran a small college 
counseling business for college bound high-schoolers, taught prayer and ancient 
spiritual practices to small groups of adults at a yoga center, and painted cottages. It 
was also during this time period that he filled in one summer for a pastor who was 
on his summer sabbatical.  



 

 

 This curious collection of part-time endeavors allowed our candidate to raise 
his one and only child born on January 7, 2008. Though he and her mother were 
divorced very early in her life, they’ve managed to co-parent effectively, sharing 
equal custody of this amazing now 12-year old. She is his joy, and fatherhood has 
brought our potential pastor closer to God than ever.  
 From 2015 through mid 2019, He served as the part-time solo pastor in 
Northern Michigan. That congregation also experienced significant growth under his 
leadership. He left there in May of 2019 to become a fulltime hospital chaplain, 
providing spiritual support to patients, their families, and the hospital staff. In 
recent months, he has been serving in the heart of the Covid-19 outbreak. 
 Our candidate is a multi-talented person with a unique and exciting array of 
passions and gifts. He has been performing as a guitarist and vocalist in pubs and 
restaurants for over 40 years. He is an avid outdoorsman – a deer hunter, a cyclist, a 
golfer, a skate-skier, a snowboarder, and a downhill skier. He reads voraciously and 
has written 3 books as well, two by himself and one in collaboration with an old 
friend from the Chicago area. The first two books had spiritual topics –the third was 
his first foray into Historical Fiction.  
 He is excited to see what God has in store for him as a candidate for our 
Pastor position here at 1st Congregational Church UCC of Charlevoix. 


