
 

 

 
 

Every member is a minister in the community 
 

Greg Briggs, Interim Pastor Leah Dice, Office Manager  

Roger Waters, Music Minister  Shelley Fisher, Music Minister                                  
Lynette Webb, Childcare Supervisor Larry Minch, Custodian   

 

101 State Street - Charlevoix, MI  49720 * Phone: 231.547.9122  
www.chxucc.org    * Email: office@chxucc.org 

Pastor Greg: pastor@chxucc.org,  *  616.283.2971 cell      
Office Hours 9 a.m.— 3:30 p. m.  Mon—Thurs 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

Sunday, December 1, 2019 
First Sunday of Advent 

“God’s Promised Day (Hope) Can’t Wait” 



 
Welcome to our church family!   

You are invited to join us today for refreshments in our Fellowship Hall following the worship service.  If you are a 
guest, please feel free to use the welcome cards available in the pew and place in the offering plate. 

(* indicates that all who would like and are able are invited to stand. Bolded text is to be read by the entire 
congregation. Traditional unison prayers are in italics and are also read in unison.) 

 

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Words of  Welcome, Announcements, and Signing of  the Fellowship Pads 
Ringing of  the Steeple Bell and the Lighting of  the Candles  

 

PRELUDE   
 

INTROIT  Choral Introit  
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP         
One: Hope is gravity for the broken All:  Pulling us up. 
One:  Hope is manna in the wilderness All:  When we want to give up. 
One:  Hope is seeing stars in the city All:  When we forget the sky is there. 
One:  Hope is the anthem of  faith All:  And the reason we’re here. 
One:  So come to this place with your hopes and your fears, 
 For the God of  new life is drawing near. 
    All:  Let us worship Holy God.   

 

* GATHERING HYMN #622. When Will People Cease Their Fighting? 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES   (See center page)  
   

 RESPONSIVE PSALM— Psalm 122    (See center page) 

 

WE PRAISE GOD AND GIVE THANKS THROUGH OUR GIVING 
Invitation  
Offertory   
* Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM  “The Narrow Way” K. Lee Scott   
 

SCRIPTURE READING    Isaiah 2:1-5    Page  1062 
      Matthew 24:36-44    Page  1539 
 

THE MESSAGE      Interim Pastor Greg Briggs 



 

 

* HYMN OF REFLECTION   #562. We've a Story to Tell to the Nations 
 

*GOD’S PEOPLE IN PRAYER      
Sharing our Joys and Concerns  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation to Christ’s Table -  All are welcome, no exceptions 

Prayer of  Reconciliation  
Gracious God, You paint a picture of  a better world— 
A world of  peace and joy, of  equality and grace. But we turn our heads 
and close our eyes, afraid that you might want us to help. You ask us to be 
brave, and we are complacent. You ask us to speak out, but instead we 
stay quiet. You ask us to listen, and we assume we are the experts. You 
lead with love, and we wait on the sidelines.  
Forgive us for always being ten steps behind you. Forgive us for all the 
ways we are works in progress. Fill our hearts with a hope that won’t let 
go. Gratefully we pray, Amen.  
 

Assurance of  Pardon 
Hope of  the World, You rise like a shoot from a stump.   
When we cannot hope, others hope for us. We find our hope in the courage and 
compassion of  those around us. God created us to be together, for it is by 
loving one another that we know God’s love. When you feel hopeless, know that 
others are praying for you and with you. Draw near to one another, and you will 
draw near to God. Know that God loves you, even when it’s hard to find hope. 
Encourage one another, pray with one another, and know that you are not alone. 
The Hope of  the World is with you. Amen.  
 

Communion Prayer   
May the Approaching God be with you. 
And also with you. 
In the days to come, People of  God,  
offer your hearts to the One who comes near. 
We will lay aside all that keeps us from opening ourselves to God. 
Now is the time to sing praises to the One who loves us. 
We offer our thanksgiving to God,  
as we find ourselves standing within the gates of  Advent.  



 

Community Christmas Project, 2019 

 
This project is a community-wide effort that provides food, winter clothing, teen 
items, and children’s toys to area families in need.  Last year we provided necessary 
items to more than 250 families. Our church has been asked to supply 50 jars of jam/
jelly and socks.  The project needs “no show” (short type) socks and also socks for 
small children. Collection boxes will be in the Fellowship Hall.  We will be taking these 
items to the distribution site (Bethany Lutheran Church on US-31) after church on 
Sunday, December 8th. Distribution date is Friday December 13, 2019.  We could use a 
few more delivery people in the morning on this day.  

If you are willing and able to help with deliveries, please contact Marty Trubilowicz  
231-675-8850 or mtubitz@gmail.com 

 

Telling the Story 
 

Sharing of  Bread and Cup  
 (Communion will be served by intinction, where the congregation comes forward and dips the 
 bread into the cups of  wine. The wine  is non-alcoholic and gluten free bread is available. 
 If  you are not able to come forward for communion let an usher know or raise your hand at 
 the end of  communion, and we will come to you.) 
 

Prayer of  Thanksgiving and Prayer of  our Savior 
Prayer of  our Savior  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN OF PARTING   #533. Joy in the Morning 
 

* BENEDICTION  Choral Response  
 

* CHORAL RESPONSE  
 

POSTLUDE    



 

 

Advent is a season of waiting, but is idle waiting what God wants of us? 
In preparation for the coming Messiah, 

we wonder together—what things can’t wait? 
What demands our immediate attention? 
What requires our work and preparation? 

What is it that God can’t wait for?  

Is it our praise, reconciliation, and proclamation? 
Is it the end of suffering, isolation, and fear? 

This Advent, we invite you to join us in imagining,  
prioritizing, and preparing.  

As we wait, what can’t?  

Enjoy a simple soup supper and join us 
for our Advent conversation where we 

will discover ways to  

Have Better (and calmer) 
Conversations!  

Just in time for the Holidays. 

December 5th, 12th and the 19th 

5:30 – 7:00 

First Congregational Church  

Advent Daily Devotionals - Two Options:  

We have extra copies!  

What Can’t Wait—A daily devotional with: scripture, poetry prayers, visual art, coloring, 
written reflections, action and journaling prompts.  

Or  

A New Earth UCC Devotional—A devotional with a daily biblical text, written reflection, 
and prayer. 

Cost for each is $5.  Sign up for either (or both) on sign up sheet in fellowship hall Pay 
when you pick them up, and if you can’t afford one, sign up and take one anyway. 



 

Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy  

Voice A:  I will wait for coffee to brew. 

Voice B:  I will wait for traffic to clear. 

Voice A: I will wait for fruit to ripen.  

Voice B: I will wait for flowers to grow. 

Voice A:  I will wait for seasons to change. 

Voice B:  I will wait for the sun to rise. 

Voice A:  I will wait for you to say sorry. 

Voice B:  I will wait for the doctor to call. 

Voice A:  I will wait for the weekend to arrive. 

Voice B:  I will wait for my baby’s first words. 

Voice A:  I will wait for Christmas to arrive. 

Voice B:  I will wait for a lot of things, but I will not wait for hope.; 

Voice A:  I cannot wait for hope, because I want to live with hope—today and every day. 

Voice B:  I want to roll my sleeves up and get to work—living, serving, giving, and 
                    transforming with the hope of a better day. 

Voice A:  So today we light the candle of hope as a reminder and as a prayer that we 
might stop waiting and start living, stop watching and start moving. 

<Light the First Candle> 

Voice B:  May the light of this candle burn inside us this week—inspiring hope and 
 action for God’s promised day. Amen.  

Prayer of the Day: 

Mysterious and Loving God, 

you come to make yourself known to us in loving relationship. 

You come with a message of peace and comfort 

for those who are hurting and those who are tired. 

As you did centuries ago, be with us again today 

as we seek to learn from you and from one another. 

In the name of your Child, Jesus Christ 



 

 



 

Christmas Poinsettias 
  

 

It is that time again to order your Christmas Poinsettia. You have the option of ordering singles 
or double poinsettia plants. The poinsettias help to decorate our church sanctuary during the 
Christmas season. After the worship service on December 24th, please take your poinsettias 
home. If you have any further questions, please contact the church office.  

This year, poinsettias will be given to our homebound friends by the Cookie Walk Volunteers.  

Please include full payment with this order form.  
Poinsettia Order Due date: December 10, 2019 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Name: ______________________  Contact #: _________________________ 

Please circle one: “In Memory of”, “In Honor of” or “In Celebration of” 
Name(s):_______________________________________________________ 
Name(s):_______________________________________________________ 
Name(s): _______________________________________________________ 

 Quantity  Total 

Single    $13.00   

Double  $24.00   

Make checks payable to:   
First Congregational Church 
Note: Poinsettia in Memo  

Total Order  



 

 

Blue Christmas Service 

EVEN IN W ORRYING T IME S ,  G OD IS W I TH U S 

EVERYONE I S W ELCOME 
 

Sunday December 22nd, 5:00 p.m.  

First Congregational Church, 
UCC 

101 State St.  

The God We Hardly Knew  
Oscar Romero 

No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas without 
being truly poor.  

The self-sufficient, the proud, those who, because 
they have everything, look down on others, those 

who have no need even of God - for them there will 
be no Christmas.  

Only the poor, the hungry, those who need someone 
to come on their behalf, will have that someone.  

That someone is God.  
Emmanuel. God-with-us.  

Without poverty of spirit there can be no abundance 
of God.  



 

 This Week 

December 1st  

Next Week 

December 8th 

Greeters/Usher: Julia Heddle & Lucy Witthoeft  Dave & Joan Robinson  

Coffee Hour:   ___________________ __________________ 

Lay Reader:  Alice Pletz-Miller  Could be you!  

Altar Flowers: _________________  
 

__________________ 

Bulletin Sponsorship: Lucy Witthoeft  Lucy Witthoeft  

Gifts of Serving  

This Week’s Schedule 
 Sunday                 

12/01 

Mon     

12/02 

Tues. 

12/03 

Wed.            

12/04 

Thurs.            

12/05 

Fri.  

12/06 

Sat. 

12/07 

Sunday                

12/08 

9:00 am 
 First Light  

Service 

10:30 am 
Sanctuary 
Worship 

12:00 pm 
Advent 

Workshop  
 

 
 

 

6:00pm 
Baby 

Diaper 
Pantry & 
Personal 

Care  
Pantry  

1:00pm 
Christmas 

Cookie 
Baking 
Party 

 

10:00 am 
Bible 
Study  

at 
American 

House 

3:00 pm 
Search 

Committee 
Meeting  

  
 

 

Christmas 
Decorating 
Afternoon 

 

  

5:30 pm 
Advent  

Conversation 
&  

Soup Supper 

7:00 pm 
Church Choir 

Practice    

 

 

 

 

 2019 
Christmas 

Cookie 
Walk  

9:00 am   
First Light 
Service 

10:30 am 
Sanctuary 
Worship 

 

Bring your family to decorate tables and the church 
Christmas tree.  

Lunch will be served after worship. 
 To inquire, please speak with Julia Heddle 

     Advent Workshop TODAY after worship 



 

 

Healing 

Diagnosed  
with Cancer 

Rev. Ginny Titus  
Jan Smith 
Loretta Hasley (Julia Heddle) 
Jack Lehmkuhl  
Robert Rowe 
Ruby Hayward  
Tina Bowen 

Michelle James 
Evelyn Schwartz (continued healing) 
Ann Chappelle Olsen (Alice P.M.) 
Donna Waters 
Jill Ostrum (Alice P.M.) 
Elaine Drury (MaryAnn Chew) 
Brody Roberts 

Healing 
Marilyn Knapp (Lani Ochs)  
Delores Cain  
Jesse Wilcox  
Rev. Leroy Sutfin  
Donna Waters 
Marty Merz 
Betsy Teeuwissen 
Anne Banfield  
Verna Truman 
Robin Messing 

Caitlyn Cruzak (John Young) 
John McKown 
Jerry Corley 
Judy Willey 
Aurora Sargent 
Brook Bixby (Gay Kiteley) 
Connie Doan (Chris Gengle) 
Chris Kenney (Betty Renton) 
John Peterman 
Amy Meyer (Alice P.M.)  

Prayer 
Birth of Bri’lyn Carpenter 
First Responders 
Immigrants and Refugees  
Faith Leaders and World Leaders 

Victims of Natural Disasters  
Those living with Mental Illness 
Roger & Donna Waters  
Susan Denomy (Betty Wadland) 

Prayer U.C.C. Church of the Month  First Congregational UCC—Cheboygan, MI  

Grieving Family of LaRue Kenney 
Family of F. James "Doc" Stewart 
Family of  Lillian Calvin  

Family of Don Wadland  
Family of Dana Gibbons-Amley 
Family of Carolyn Mackenzie  

Military 
Nate Powell  
Joshua Wojan  
Wesley Moulden  
SGT Ian Tompkins 

SFC Alex Weller 
SGT Adam Soldan  
Captain David Knowles Jr. 
EMN3 Cary Tompkins (Linda Moore) 

Worship Attendance November 24 ~ First Light Service: 08 Sanctuary Service: 57 

Bible Study, November 26– 00 

Please be sure to sign any Care Letters in the vestibule outside the Sanctuary. This is a 
tangible way to share our care, concern, and love with those who could use it. 

Praise and Prayer Request List  

WORSHIP RESOURCES USED TODAY:  

• Cover Art– courtesy of Shane Claiborne  

• Call to worship, Advent Lighting, Prayer of Reconciliation—Prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org  

• Prayer of the Day—Laura Hodges—UCC Worship Ways https://www.ucc.org/advent_1_december_1  

• Assurance of Pardon - Rev. Mindi Welton Mitchell—http://rev-o-lution.org/ 

• Communion Prayer—Thom Shuman—http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/ 



 


