
May the words of my Mouth, and the Meditations of our hearts, be acceptable 

in your sight, our Rock and Redeemer. Amen 

1. Sermon Title – Let’s not go back to normal 

a. Sermon discussion Monday at 11 am 

b. Works cited page 

2. These days, I’m getting distracted by too many things hard to keep track 

a. our working memory only enables us to remember so many things at 

once, 4-7 depending on the study. Personally, I find that a bit high 

b. Strategies and tricks – Mnemonic devices 

c. Groupings, categories – we can pull off a 10 digit phone number by 

breaking it up into area code, city code, then individual codes. 

d. What it teaches us, is to Look for the connection – group together 

into few, or one thing out of many 

e. This is a great way to look at the story of Jesus, and all of us, in holy 

week. Take the many things, and distill them down to one thing, 

Jesus lives – but not just as an abstract faith statement 

3. Four Easter Stories –  

a. When we think of Easter, we imagine some cleaned up version of the 

four different Gospel stories – Jesus was captured, tried and 

executed because he was a good guy, and made some other people 

look bad 

b. Yet, one of the important things of holy week is that it is a lifting up, 

a commemoration, of the need to mourn, to lament 

i. We celebrate Maundy (or commandment) Thursday, when we 

are told to love one another, then Jesus is betrayed 

ii. We celebrate Good Friday, perhaps the most inappropriate 

name for a collective day of grieving 

iii. Dark Saturday 

c. Often leave out or overlook the earlier days 

i. Holy Tuesday – the cleansing of the temple 

1. Literally Jesus chasing out the money people for their 

dishonesty and taking advantage of people 

2. Reminds us that this isn’t just about individual 

personalities, but Jesus’ threat to the ruling powers 



3. Just like Palm Sunday was a mocking of the Romans 

d. Closer to the truth, Jesus, like the story of the emperor with no 

clothes, the inhumanity of those in power and that the people we 

were more than happy to go along with the lie, and encourage it, 

even, if it gave them a bit more stability 

i. Even those who were oppressed, the Judeans 

1. Could be blown any which way 

4. Resurrection story in Gospel of John 

a. I call it “the Over looked disciple with the Easily distracted Disciples” 

i. Mary M. – is Jesus’ most devout follower, shows up in all 4 

gospel stories of the resurrection, but isn’t counted amongst 

the disciples.  

ii. Personally, I think it’s because, story wise, it’s more instructive 

to learn from other’s mistakes.  

1. Mary Magdalene is the Hermione Granger of the 

Disciples – knows more than the rest, but gets 

overshadowed 

iii. Peter, and the Man who Jesus loved, make it a race. 

1. Could be a symbol of Progressive revelation, one got 

there first, but the second went deeper 

5. Encouraged to be like Mary Magdalene 

a. She’s asked two repeated Questions:  

i. Why are you crying? 

ii. Who are you looking for? 

b. We are called to wait, observe, and remember – not rush to an 

explanation, not be blown every which way.  

c. But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 

troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary (of 

Bethany) has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken 

away from her.” Luke 10:41–42 

d. Questions then are the questions for us now, Why are we crying, 

what and who are we looking for? 

e. Because when we claim Jesus lives, this isn’t a claim about what 

happened back then, but who Jesus is today and where we see him 

i. The Way We are called to follow 



f. This is the single thing we are called to focus on. 

6. Jesus Lives Now – The Journey of Holy Week is still being told 

a. Rev. Traci Blackmon wrote for Good Friday 

b. Don’t rush Easter.  

Sit at the foot of the Cross.  

Watch the horror of state sanctioned murder.  

Ask yourself does anyone deserve to die this way.  

Listen to the wailing of a mother who cannot save her child.  

Pay attention to who shows up and who turns away.  

See the callousness of humanity.  

Watch them cast lots to profit off of pain.  

Hear the story that they tell.  

Watch the agony endured.  

It’s tempting to head toward Easter.  

But don’t you move. You sit right here. At the foot of the Cross. And 

be changed.   

c. The passion of Christ persists today 

i. Why are we crying, now? 

ii. Who are we looking for, now? 

7. The Passion of Today 

a. The beauty and empathy – the Christ following spirit 

i. Neighbors caring for one another 

ii. Every way we’ve found to connect though physically separated 

iii. The beauty of (relatively) pollution free sky, seeing clearer 

iv. Also seeing clearer that when it comes down to it, what is most 

important are people and caring for people, our neighbors, 

near and far 

v. That trillions of dollars can literally be created overnight for 

things deemed important 

1. So lets continue this into the future 

b. Not go back to the way things were before – but help the Common-

wealth of Christ to break further into this world. 

c. Sadly, the horrors of the Passion of Christ still exist too 

i. A healthcare system and a government woefully unprepared 

for this coming crisis, though there was adequate warning 



1. And we dismantled the warning systems 

d. The horrible inequalities that are revealed 

i. In class, only the middle class and up are able to self 

quarantine 

ii. What about those who cannot afford to not work? 

1. Photos of highways being empty and blue skies are 

beautiful but other pictures of subways, trains and buses 

- packed with workers, no masks, no way to distance 6 

feet 

2. Referred to as “heros” but could also be called 

“hostages” 

3. Almost 17 million unemployed in 3 weeks – lose 

healthcare 

a. 4 times greater than the total of the Great 

Recession of a decade ago 

4. In Michigan, the death rate for African Americans is 3 

times higher,  

a. due to numerous structural and racial issues with 

access to quality healthcare and food.  

e. The willingness of the system to crucify anyone who points these 

issues out and to encourage us to forget this ever happened 
i. https://medium.com/@juliovincent/prepare-for-the-ultimate-gaslighting-6a8ce3f0a0e0 

8. Not many things to keep track of, but one thing 

a. All condensed in one story – the story of Jesus during holy week 

i. Pay attention to who shows up and who turns away.  

See the callousness of humanity.  

Watch them cast lots to profit off of pain.  

Hear the story that they tell.  

Watch the agony endured.  

ii. And see God, manifested in Jesus, overcome it all 

b. God’s call to find meaning and true empathy – tragic optimism 

c. Versus the calls for normalcy, niceness, and happiness – all at the 

cost of the horrors that have been revealed 
d. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/10/opinion/coronavirus-america.html 

9. Not going back to normal 

https://medium.com/@juliovincent/prepare-for-the-ultimate-gaslighting-6a8ce3f0a0e0


a. Finding meaning – realizing we aren’t called back to the old, not 

working reality – but to live into a resurrected reality 

b. Not the first time we Christians have had this challenge between the 

way things are and they way things should be 

c. Christian Response to Nazi Germany 

i. Overall, capitulation, but there were voices of strident dissent 

– Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

ii. “Christianity has adjusted itself much too easily to the worship 

of power. It should give much more offence, more shock to the 

world, than it is doing. Christianity should take a much more 

definite stand for the weak than to consider the potential 

moral right of the strong.” -  Sermon on 2 Corinthians 12:9, London, 

1934, in Works, Vol 13. 402-403 

iii. The church is the church only when it exists for others…The 

church must share in the secular problems of ordinary human 

life, not dominating, but helping and serving. It must tell 

[people] of every calling what it means to live in Christ, to 

exist for others. In particular, our own church will have to take 

the field against the vices of hubris, power-worship, envy, and 

humbug, as the roots of all evil. It will have to speak of 

moderation, purity, trust, loyalty, constancy, patience, 

discipline, humility, contentment and modesty.  It must not 

under-estimate the importance of human example (which has 

its origin in the humanity of Jesus and is so important in Paul’s 

teaching); it is not abstract argument, but example, that gives 

its word emphasis and power. 

d. Be willing to give up the way things are today 

i. This is the call of Christ, this is tragic optimism 

e. Ones who walk away from Omelas 
http://sites.asiasociety.org/asia21summit/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/3.-Le-

Guin-Ursula-The-Ones-Who-Walk-Away-From-Omelas.pdf 

10. Live out the Easter story – time of sitting with, of contemplation, before 

Pentecost 

a. It’s ok to be like the Disciples - confused, in hiding, sheltered at home 

i. At least two more weeks of full quarantine, 

https://amzn.to/2ZaLwE2


ii. And a month of gradual lifting of restrictions 

1. DEEP temptation to just get back to the way it was, just 

in time for summer 

b. I’m taking a week off 

i. And blessed that I can.  

ii. But not doing it just for me 

1. Using my gift, blessing, freedom, to better reflect this 

world 

c. Time Out from God - I hear God saying Now you just sit there and 

think about what you’ve done 

d. Pentecost is May 31 

11. Keep our mind focused on the one, important thing 

a. Easter is the reminder that Jesus lives, then and now 

b. Reflect on the questions asked of Mary 

i. Why are you crying, and Who are you looking for? 

c. see that both death and resurrection are inevitable  

i. instead of fearing death, we are to go through it, fearless, into 

an embodied resurrection here and now. 

d. We are called as Christians to seek tragic optimism, and work 

towards transformation  

12. Blessed Easter Resurrection, and I look forward to seeing you and 

discussing this with you soon. Amen.  


