
 

 

 

Every member is a minister in the community 
 

Greg Briggs, Interim Pastor Leah Dice, Office Manager  

Roger Waters, Music Minister  Shelley Fisher, Music Minister                                  
Lynette Webb, Childcare Supervisor Larry Minch, Custodian   

 

101 State Street - Charlevoix, MI  49720 * Phone: 231.547.9122  
www.chxucc.org    * Email: office@chxucc.org 

Pastor Greg: pastor@chxucc.org,  *  616.283.2971 cell      
Office Hours 9 a.m.— 3:30 p. m.  Mon—Thurs 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Communion Sunday 

Blessed Are The Peacemakers 



 
Welcome to our church family!   

You are invited to join us today for refreshments in our Fellowship Hall following the worship service.  If you are a 
guest, please feel free to use the welcome cards available in the pew and place in the offering plate. 

(* indicates that all who would like and are able are invited to stand. Bolded text is to be read by the entire 
congregation. Traditional unison prayers are in italics and are also read in unison.) 

 

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Words of  Welcome, Announcements, and Signing of  the Fellowship Pads 
Ringing of  the Steeple Bell and the Lighting of  the Candles  

 

PRELUDE   
 

INTROIT  Choral Introit  
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP        Psalm 15 
One: Who can live in your tent, Lord? Who can dwell on your holy mountain? 
Many: The person who lives free of  blame, does what is right, and speaks the 
 truth sincerely; 
One: Who can live in your tent, Lord? Who can dwell on your holy mountain? 
Many: The person who does no damage with their talk, does no harm to a 
 friend, doesn’t insult a neighbor;  
One: Who can live in your tent, Lord? Who can dwell on your holy mountain? 
Many: Someone who despises those who act wickedly, but who honors those 
 who honor the Lord;  
One: Who can live in your tent, Lord? Who can dwell on your holy mountain? 
Many: Someone who keeps their promise even when it hurts;  
 Someone who doesn’t lend money with interest, who won’t accept a 
 bribe against any innocent person. 
One: Whoever does these things will never stumble.  
Many: Amen! Let us praise the Lord! 
 

* GATHERING HYMN # 649 Gather Us In  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
 God of  our lives, to your Beloved Child we say: 
 you are always turning the world upside down, calling us to follow you 
 into new ventures, new challenges, new ways to care, new ways to 
 touch the hearts of  all.  
  

 When we get tired, or feel disappointed, remind us that you can bring 



 

 

 change and hope out of  the most difficult situations, so that we may 
 do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with you always.  Amen 
 

WE PRAISE GOD AND GIVE THANKS THROUGH OUR GIVING 
Invitation  
Offertory   
* Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING    Micah 6:1-8                      Page     1447                   
      1 Corinthians 1:18-31        Page    1772 
      Matthew 5:1-12                 Page    1501   
 

THE MESSAGE      Interim Pastor Greg Briggs 
  

* HYMN OF REFLECTION   #  587 Make Me a Channel of  Your Peace  
 

*GOD’S PEOPLE IN PRAYER      
     Sharing our Joys and Concerns  
     Epiphany Prayer—The Work of  Christmas   - See Insert 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM  Communion Anthem     Chancel Choir  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation to Christ’s Table -  All are welcome, no exceptions 

Prayer of  Reconciliation  

What have we done to you, dear God?   
 We dishonor you every time we treat another with disrespect.   
 We shatter your heart when we find it easier to break our word, then to 
 take the risk to keep it.  We fill your ears with the gossip, lies, and 
 slander we speak about those around us. 
 

Assurance of  Pardon 
What have you done for us, dear God? 
 You have led us from oppression and slavery, time and time again; 
 You are wise enough to forgive our foolishness and invite us into yours; 
     You are strong enough to overcome our weakness; 



 

 You are loving enough to heal the hurt we cause to you and to others.   
 And so you give us new hope and new life in Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
 Savior.   
 We give you thanks for such grace and hope. Amen. 
 

Communion Prayer   
 May the God of  foolishness be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 People of  God, open your hearts. 
 We offer them to the God who transforms us. 
 Join in singing praises to our God. 
 With joy and wonder, we lift our voices. 
  
Telling the Story 

 

Sharing of  Bread and Cup  
 (Communion will be served by intinction, where the congregation comes forward and dips the 
 bread into the cups of  wine. The wine  is non-alcoholic and gluten free bread is available. 
 If  you are not able to come forward for communion let an usher know or raise your hand at 
 the end of  communion, and we will come to you.) 
 

Prayer of  Thanksgiving and Prayer of  our Savior 
Prayer of  our Savior  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN OF PARTING   # 686 What Does the Lord Require  
 

* BENEDICTION   
 

* CHORAL RESPONSE  
 

WORSHIP RESOURCES USED TODAY:  
• Cover Art– Greg Briggs—Standing Rock S.D. Used with permission  
• Call to worship: Psalm 15. 

• Prayer of the Day—Rev. Susan A. Blain, Minister for Worship and Gospel Arts, UCC  https://www.ucc.org/epiphany_4_february_2 
• Prayer of Reconciliation—Rev. Thom Shuman http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/ 

• Assurance of Pardon —Rev. Thom Shuman http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/, adapted by Rev. Greg Briggs 
 



 

 

Church Game Night  
02/08/2020 

Come Join us for Church Game Night on Saturday 

February 8 from 6-8 pm! 

This is a community game night, so please bring your 

neighbors and friends. 

Also bring your favorite game to play and a snack to share. 

        One of the featured games will be Redneck Life.  

      If you have any questions, contact Molly Tate or Bob 

Dominic      

Beat the Winter Blues book Read 
 

Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of 

Others by Barbara Brown Taylor  

 

Copies have been ordered for everyone 

who signed up and requested one. We will 

begin the week of Feb., 10, though we are 

still determining the best evening to meet.  

If you are interested in joining us, contact 

Pastor Greg Briggs.  

 



 

The Work of Christmas  

A Call For Prayer & Fasting For Peace During Epiphany  
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their 

flocks, 
The work of Christmas begins:  

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among people, 
To make music in the heart. 

-Howard Thurman  

Pastor Greg is planning future days of fasting & other  

pro-peace events and prayer. Please let him know if you are 

interested. There is also a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 



 

 

                   January 3, 2020  

“To bring peace among the people” - such is the calling of the disciples of the one we know 
as the Prince of Peace. 

Having celebrated Christmas and the birth of Jesus, now preparing for the season of 
Epiphany, we call upon the congregations, the members and the clergy of the United Church 
of Christ to join together in a time of prayer and fasting for peace throughout the world. 

Threats to that peace are numerous and can 
be felt in all corners of the globe. Today 
especially we are mindful of the global unrest 
ensuing given the latest actions of the United 
States and Iran. Both governments have taken 
steps that the other could determine to be an 
act of war – a war this world does not want, 
does not need and will not win. It is a war 
that many fear, once started, could trigger 
disasters felt in every part of the world. 

We are calling on all affiliated with the 
United Church of Christ to use this prayer 
either in worship or in their personal prayer 
life during the season of Epiphany as a means of advocating for peace in these days. 

We also invite all who are willing and able to commit to a day of fasting for peace – a 
personal commitment of spiritual practice and discipline centering on the mindfulness that 
makes for peace between peoples and nations. 

Please also feel free to contact your elected representatives and let them know that you are 
participating in a time of prayer and fasting for peace and would encourage them to use the 
power of their office to do what they can to avoid any further escalation which could lead to 
war. 

In the words of a beloved hymn, “Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me.” 

Your humble servants in Christ,  
The Rev. John C. Dorhauer General Minister and President, The Rev. Traci Blackmon 
Associate General Minister, The Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson Associate General Minister 

 

https://apnews.com/5597ff0f046a67805cc233d5933a53ed
https://p2a.co/YI4IrzR?fbclid=IwAR2c3v7LAImvAWMLDnOmonKoYi0iMTqXYTZPbTgTZ4Xk95gghhT9wQW5ZCA


 

Church Leadership Orientation  

Cultivating Generous Congregations  
Saturday, February 29 & Sunday, March 1, 2020  

The People’s Church 
200 West Grand River, East Lansing, MI 

 

This Course in intended for those who:  
 Believe in their congregation’s capacity for greater generosity;  
 Have a desire to become more comfortable with money;  
 Are willing to redefine giving in your congregation; and  
 Understand giving to include service, social networks and sharing ideas and professional 

expertise.  

We Are Going! Our church has one spot still available.  
Please let Pastor Greg know if you are interested in attending.  

February 22, 10-2. Lunch included 

All elected officials and members of boards and committees are invited to come 

to a half day retreat at the church for leadership orientation. This orientation will 

cover practical skills (how do I get something in the bulletin, advertise on social 

media, etc.) as well as a deeper exploration of how to work together for the 

mission and vision of the church. We will also stream the program via zoom 

video conferencing for anyone who wishes to attend but is not in the area. 

Materials from the orientation will also be given to all chairs to distribute to their 

teams.  

Please notify Bill Trubilowicz or the church office if you plan to attend in person, 

or remotely. Instructions for video conferencing will be sent out closer to the 

presentation date. 



 

 

Valentines Day Project  

      If you would like to volunteer to bake cookies 
or add a name to the list of recipients receiving a 

Valentines Day box this year. Please see the sign up 
sheet in the Fellowship Hall. If you have questions 

please get in touch with Larry Minch  
 or Julia Heddle.  

*Deadline is 02/08/2020*  

Lenten Theme-  Blind Spots  

For Lent this year, we will focus on the 

flipside of trying to see God’s epiphanies—

our own blind spots. One way we will do 

this is using a Lenten devotional written by 

youth and young adults, two populations 

that are under-represented in the church.  

The Transformation: From Darkness to 

Light is a 46 day devotional to walk you 

through Lent. All entries were written by 

UCC youth and young adults between the 

ages of 12 and their mid-30s. Donation of 

$10 will cover the costs  

If you would like a copy of this Lenten devotional, please see 

the sign up sheet located in the Fellowship Hall.  



 

 This Week 

February 2nd  

Next Week 

February 9th 

Greeters/Usher: Bob & Ruth Chapman  John & Ellen Hess  

Coffee Hour:   Could have been you!  Vince & Mary Ann Chew  

Lay Reader:  Alice Pletz-Miller  Could be you!  

Altar Flowers: Don’t forget to sign up!  Vince & Mary Ann Chew  

Bulletin Sponsorship: 
If you love color bulletins, sign 

up to be a sponsor! 
Vince & Mary Ann Chew  

Gifts of Serving 

This Week’s Schedule 
 Sunday                 

02/02 

Mon     

02/03 

Tues. 

02/04 

Wed.            

02/05 

Thurs.            

02/06 

Fri.  

02/07 

Sat. 

02/08 

Sunday                

02/09 

9:00 am 
 First Light  

Service 

10:30 am 
Sanctuary 
Worship 

 
 

 
 

 

6:00pm 
Baby Diaper 

Pantry & 
Personal 

Care  
Pantry  

 

10:00 am 
Bible Study 
American 

House   
 
 

 3:00pm 
Search 

Committee 
Meeting  

5:30pm 
Weight 

Watchers 
Meeting  

7:00 pm 
Church 
Choir 

Practice  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 6:00pm 
Church 

Game Night  

9:00 am   
First Light 
Service 

10:30 am 
Sanctuary 
Worship 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

02/08:  Church Game Night  
02/22:  Church Leadership Retreat 
02/29:  Cultivating Generous Congregations - One  spot left 

We need you!  Don’t forget to sign up to serve on the bulletin board 
just outside the church office. We need volunteers in all areas! 



 

 

Healing 

Diagnosed  
with Cancer 

Nikki Kurchinski 
Rev. Ginny Titus  
Loretta Hasley (Julia Heddle) 
Jack Lehmkuhl  
Robert Rowe 
Ruby Hayward  
Tina Bowen 

Michelle James 
Evelyn Schwartz (continued healing) 
Ann Chappelle Olsen (Alice P.M.) 
Donna Waters 
Jill Ostrum (Alice P.M.) 
Brody Roberts 

Healing 
Jane Piccard  
Marilyn Knapp (Lani Ochs)  
Delores Cain  
Jesse Wilcox  
Rev. Leroy Sutfin  
Donna Waters 
Betsy Teeuwissen 
Anne Banfield  
Verna Truman 

Robin Messing 
Caitlyn Cruzak (John Young) 
John McKown 
Judy Willey 
Aurora Sargent 
Brook Bixby (Gay Kiteley) 
Connie Doan (Chris Gengle) 
Chris Kenney (Betty Renton) 
John Peterman 
Amy Meyer (Alice P.M.)  

Prayer 
Birth of Bre’lin Carpenter 
First Responders 
Immigrants and Refugees  
Faith Leaders and World Leaders 

Victims of Natural Disasters  
Those living with Mental Illness 
Roger & Donna Waters  
Susan Denomy (Betty Wadland) 

Prayer U.C.C. Church of the Month  First Congregational UCC—Harrison, MI   

Grieving Family of Louis Heyward 
Family of Madison Wegenel  
Family of Naomi Kruse  
Family of Jerry Corley  

Family of Dennis Morgridge  
Family of Elaine Drury  
Family of Linda Adkin  
Family of LaRue Kenney 

Military 
Nate Powell  
Joshua Wojan  
Wesley Moulden  
 

SFC Alex Weller 
SGT Adam Soldan  
Captain David Knowles Jr. 
EMN3 Cary Tompkins  

Worship Attendance January 26 First Light Service:  03 Sanctuary Service: 49 

Bible Study, January 28– 11 

Please be sure to sign any Care Letters in the vestibule outside 
the Sanctuary. This is a tangible way to share our care, concern, 

and love with those who could use it. 

Praise and Prayer Request List  



 


