
 

 

 

Every member is a minister in the community 
 

Greg Briggs, Interim Pastor Leah Dice, Office Manager  

Roger Waters, Music Minister  Shelley Fisher, Music Minister                                  
Lynette Webb, Childcare Supervisor Larry Minch, Custodian   

 

101 State Street - Charlevoix, MI  49720 * Phone: 231.547.9122  
www.chxucc.org    * Email: office@chxucc.org 

Pastor Greg: pastor@chxucc.org,  *  616.283.2971 cell      
Office Hours 9 a.m.— 3:30 p. m.  Mon—Thurs 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 



 
Welcome to our church family!   

You are invited to join us today for refreshments in our Fellowship Hall following the worship service.  If you are a 
guest, please feel free to use the welcome cards available in the pew and place in the offering plate. 

(* indicates that all who would like and are able are invited to stand. Bolded text is to be read by the entire 
congregation. Traditional unison prayers are in italics and are also read in unison.) 

 

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Words of  Welcome, Announcements, and Signing of  the Fellowship Pads 
Ringing of  the Steeple Bell and the Lighting of  the Candles  

 

PRELUDE   
 

INTROIT  Choral Introit  
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP        
One: God of  our ancestors and God of  our dreams, we gather today to 
 remember that you have created us all in your image and in your likeness  
All:  And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible. 
One: We remember how you spoke into the darkness and created light  
All:  And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible. 
One: We remember the ways you have delivered your people through trials and 
 tribulations since the beginning of  time, right up until this present moment  
All:  And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible. 
One: You have comforted us through the middle passage, racism, segregation,  
 stripped identities and unjust laws  
All:  And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible. 
One: God you have been the guiding light along the paths of  Hope and Love leading 
 toward a beloved community where all are equally seen and radically loved  
All:  And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible. 
One: We gather today remembering your presence amongst us and the call  
 to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with you and our neighbors. 
 

* GATHERING HYMN #481. Every Time I Feel the Spirit 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

God of  our weary years and God of  our silent tears, thou who has 
brought us thus far on the way, we invite your presence into our midst as 
we pay tribute the all who have labored for justice, equality and love.  
We pray that in this moment you would strengthen us to continue to 
fight for the fulfillment of  the dream that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 



 

 

King Jr. so eloquently laid out on the steps of  the Lincoln Memorial.  
Help us to labor so that every valley is exalted, every hill and mountain 
made low, the rough places are plain, and the crooked places made 
straight so that the glory of  the Lord is revealed, and all flesh see it 
together.  
Let your love guide us to see one another as fully human with diverse 
hues, colors, ethnicities and cultures, and respect the content of  their 
character. Let your spirit strengthen us for the fight of  today and 
tomorrow until all God’s children can say with full conviction,  
“Free at last. Free at last. Thank God All-Mighty, I’m free at last.” 
Amen.  
 

WE PRAISE GOD AND GIVE THANKS THROUGH OUR GIVING 
Invitation  
Offertory   
* Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM  “Precious Lord” Arr. Schrader Chancel Choir   
 

SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGES by Dr. King, Read by members of  the Congregation 
     Led by Alice Pletz-Miller  
 

 Amos 5:18-24     Page 1426 
 Julie Heddle  
  

 Paul’s Letter to American Christians 
 Dave Robinson  
 

 Galatians 3:23-29     Page 1813 
 Susan Morris  
 

 Letter from Birmingham Jail, August 1963 
 Carrie Minch  
 

 Luke 6:27-36     Page 1601 
 Bruce Herbert  
  

 September, 1967 Speech  
 Emma Buday  



 

  

* HYMN OF REFLECTION   # 574 I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 
 

*GOD’S PEOPLE IN PRAYER      
     Sharing our Joys and Concerns  
     Prayer of  our Savior  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

Epiphany Prayer—The Work of  Christmas   - See Insert 
 (Note, Howard Thurman was a spiritual advisor to Dr. King) 
 

* HYMN OF PARTING   #729 Lift Every Voice  
(often referred to as the African American National Anthem) 
 

* BENEDICTION  Choral Response  
 

* CHORAL RESPONSE  

• Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. graduated high school at age 15 and entered 
Morehouse College. He graduated with a BA in sociology from Morehouse 
College at age 19.  

• He was a student at Crozer Theological Seminary from 1948 to 1951 and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Divinity degree.  

• Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was ordained on 02/25/1948 at the age of nineteen 
as a minister at Ebenezer Baptist Church.  

• The Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) was established in 1957 
to coordinate the action of local protest groups throughout the South. Under 
the leadership of Martin Luther King, Jr., the organization drew on the power 
and independence of black churches to support its activities.   

 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Facts  



 

 

“But on the other hand, I am sure that we will recognize 

that there are some things in our society, some things in 

our world, to which we should never be adjusted. There 

are some things concerning which we must always be 

maladjusted if we are to be people of good will. We must 

never adjust ourselves to racial discrimination and racial 

segregation. We must never adjust ourselves to religious 

bigotry. We must never adjust ourselves to economic 

conditions that take necessities from the many to give 

luxuries to the few. We must never adjust ourselves to the 

madness of militarism, and the self-defeating effects of 

physical violence.“ 

 

- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 



 

A Call For Prayer & Fasting For Peace During Epiphany 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

The work of Christmas begins:  
To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among people, 
To make music in the heart. 

-Howard Thurman  

 

Pastor Greg is planning future days of fasting & 
other pro-peace events and prayer. Please let him 
know if you are interested. There is also a sign up 
sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  



 

 

                   January 3, 2020  

“To bring peace among the people” - such is the calling of the disciples of the one we know 
as the Prince of Peace. 

Having celebrated Christmas and the birth of Jesus, now preparing for the season of 
Epiphany, we call upon the congregations, the members and the clergy of the United Church 
of Christ to join together in a time of prayer 
and fasting for peace throughout the world. 

Threats to that peace are numerous and can 
be felt in all corners of the globe. Today 
especially we are mindful of the global 
unrest ensuing given the latest actions of the 
United States and Iran. Both governments 
have taken steps that the other could 
determine to be an act of war – a war this 
world does not want, does not need and will 
not win. It is a war that many fear, once 
started, could trigger disasters felt in every 
part of the world. 

We are calling on all affiliated with the United Church of Christ to use this prayer either in 
worship or in their personal prayer life during the season of Epiphany as a means of 
advocating for peace in these days. 

We also invite all who are willing and able to commit to a day of fasting for peace – a 
personal commitment of spiritual practice and discipline centering on the mindfulness that 
makes for peace between peoples and nations. 

Please also feel free to contact your elected representatives and let them know that you are 
participating in a time of prayer and fasting for peace and would encourage them to use the 
power of their office to do what they can to avoid any further escalation which could lead to 
war. 

In the words of a beloved hymn, “Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me.” 

Your humble servants in Christ,  
The Rev. John C. Dorhauer General Minister and President, The Rev. Traci Blackmon 
Associate General Minister, The Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson Associate General Minister 

 

https://apnews.com/5597ff0f046a67805cc233d5933a53ed
https://p2a.co/YI4IrzR?fbclid=IwAR2c3v7LAImvAWMLDnOmonKoYi0iMTqXYTZPbTgTZ4Xk95gghhT9wQW5ZCA


 



 

 

Beating the Winter Blues 

During this Epiphany season, we find ourselves in a liturgical lull between the two 
great seasons of Advent\Christmas and Lent\Easter. This also corresponds with a 
quiet time in the life of Charlevoix, and in the life of the church. So, what would you 
like to do to beat the winter blues? 

• Read and discuss a book? (Holy Envy, Finding God in the Faith of Others 
by Barbara Brown Taylor)  

• Attend a Workshop to learn a new skill? (Continuing our discussion on 
how to have difficult conversations)  

• Go out for a group activity night? (Paint-a-Pot) 

• Watch and discuss a movie together? ( A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood )  

• Your own idea!  

See the various sign up sheets in the fellowship hall, and add your name to the ones 
that interest you and when would be good times to do these activities. 

 
With Smart911, you can provide 9-1-1 call takers and first responders critical information you want 
them to know in any kind of emergency. When you call 911, Smart911 will display your profile on 
the 911 screen and allow first responders to view your information. You can provide as much or 
as little information as you like, & your info is kept private & secure except in the case of a 911 
call. Smart911 is a national service, meaning your smart911 Safety Profile travels with you and is 
visible to any participating 911 nationwide. This service is especially useful when using a cell 
phone in an emergency.   
 

Safety Profiles can include:  

• People living in your household 

• Pets, service animals, and livestock  

• Medications & medical equipment  

• Vehicle descriptions  

 

• Phone numbers associated with your family 

• Medical conditions & allergies  

• Property details, layout, and utility 
information 

• Emergency contacts  

• Home address 

Register today at Smart911.com 

Smart911 Saves Time and Saves Lives 



 

 This Week 

January 19th 

Next Week 

January 26th  

Greeters/Usher: Bruce & Joyce Herbert  Sue Fowler & Lucy Witthoeft  

Coffee Hour:   ________ ________ 

Lay Reader:  Alice Pletz-Miller  Julia Heddle  

Altar Flowers: ________ Bob & Ruth Chapman 
“In Memory of Gary Chapman”  

Bulletin Sponsorship: Bob & Ruth Chapman  Bob & Ruth Chapman  

Gifts of Serving 

This Week’s Schedule 
 Sunday                 

01/19 

Mon     

01/20 

Tues. 

01/21 

Wed.            

01/22 

Thurs.            

01/23 

Fri.  

01/24 

Sat. 

01/25 

Sunday                

01/26 

9:00 am 
 First Light  

Service 

10:30 am 
Sanctuary 
Worship 

Christian Ed 
Meeting 

MLK Jr 
Sunday  

 

 
 

 
 

5:15pm 
Trustee 
Meeting   

6:00pm 
Baby Diaper 

Pantry & 
Personal 

Care  
Pantry  

Martin 
Luther King 

Jr Day  

10:00 am 
Bible Study  

 
 

 

 7:00 pm 
Church Choir 

Practice  

 

Harbor Light 
Article 

Submissions 
Due 

   

 

 

 

 

  9:00 am   
First Light 
Service 

10:30 am 
Sanctuary 
Worship 

All Church 
Annual 
Meeting  

 

January 26, 2020 
All Church Annual Meeting- After Worship 

(We will be approving the church budget)  

Pastor 
Greg out - 
Reading 

Week  



 

 

Healing 

Diagnosed  
with Cancer 

Nikki Kurchinski 
Rev. Ginny Titus  
Loretta Hasley (Julia Heddle) 
Jack Lehmkuhl  
Robert Rowe 
Ruby Hayward  
Tina Bowen 

Michelle James 
Evelyn Schwartz (continued healing) 
Ann Chappelle Olsen (Alice P.M.) 
Donna Waters 
Jill Ostrum (Alice P.M.) 
Brody Roberts 

Healing 
Jane Piccard  
Marilyn Knapp (Lani Ochs)  
Delores Cain  
Jesse Wilcox  
Rev. Leroy Sutfin  
Donna Waters 
Marty Merz 
Betsy Teeuwissen 
Anne Banfield  
Verna Truman 

Robin Messing 
Caitlyn Cruzak (John Young) 
John McKown 
Jerry Corley 
Judy Willey 
Aurora Sargent 
Brook Bixby (Gay Kiteley) 
Connie Doan (Chris Gengle) 
Chris Kenney (Betty Renton) 
John Peterman 
Amy Meyer (Alice P.M.)  

Prayer 
Birth of Bre’lin Carpenter 
First Responders 
Immigrants and Refugees  
Faith Leaders and World Leaders 

Victims of Natural Disasters  
Those living with Mental Illness 
Roger & Donna Waters  
Susan Denomy (Betty Wadland) 

Prayer U.C.C. Church of the Month  First Congregational UCC—Clare, MI   

Grieving Family of Naomi Kruse  
Family of Jerry Corley  
Family of Dennis Morgridge  
Family of Elaine Drury  
Family of Linda Adkin  

Family of LaRue Kenney 
Family of F. James "Doc" Stewart 

Military 
Nate Powell  
Joshua Wojan  
Wesley Moulden  
SGT Ian Tompkins 

SFC Alex Weller 
SGT Adam Soldan  
Captain David Knowles Jr. 
EMN3 Cary Tompkins (Linda Moore) 

Worship Attendance January 12  First Light Service:  06 Sanctuary Service: 49 
Bible Study, January 14– 08 

Please be sure to sign any Care Letters in the vestibule outside the Sanctuary.  

Praise and Prayer Request List  

Announcements 
01/23:      Harbor Light Submissions Due 
01/26:      All Church Annual Meeting  
02/22:      Church Leadership Retreat 
02/29:      Cultivating Generous Congregations  



 

 

 


